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INTBODUOTOEY REMARKS. 




HE writer was requested 
nearly two years ago by an 
English bishop to commence 
a series of cheap popular 
Lives of Saints. The present little vo- 
lume is the first instalment of the plan: 
the remaining volumes will be continued 
at such intervals as cirAimstances may 
render advisable. 

We shall never know until the 
awful boundary has passed, which 
divides time firom eternity, how im- 
portant is the study of the Lives of 
the Saints. They were, indeed, the 
world's true heroes, its really great men; 
yet for thousands who are familiar with 
the lives of a Nelson or a Wellington, 
how few know anything of a St. Vin- 
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cent de Paul, or a St. Francis of Assisi 
The generality of Catholics are tolerablj 
careful about the secular education oj 
their children ; they would be ashamed 
beyond measure if they proved ignorani 
of the &mous men who have made a 
name in earth's brief history ; but can if 
be said that they are equally anxious 
that those whose immortal souls are con- 
fided to their keeping, and for whose 
salvation they lire in some measure re- 
sponsible to God, should be taught the 
acts of the Martyrs and the deeds of the 
Saints? Many of earth's greatest heroes 
will not be, we must fear, the heroes of 
heaven. But we know that the fame of 
the saints shall never end. We know 
that their deeds shall be proclaimed to 
an admiring world by the voice of God 
Himself. We know that the saints are 
the nobles of the heavenly court, the 
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princes whose smile shaU be covetedi 
whose patronage shall be sought. But 
alas I do we act as if we believed these 
things? Happy, indeed, are the parents 
who teach their children to make friends 
of the saints of God. Alas for the un- 
happy father or mother who prefers an 
earthly to a heavenly patron! Dear 
friend, let it not be so with you. Your 
child, at holy baptism, received the 
name of some saint of God: teach your 
child to make that saint his patron, to 
seek to secure him for his friend. It is 
for this special purpose that I intend 
in this series of Lives of Saints, to write 
first the lives of those saints whose 
names are most frequently given to chil- 
dren in holy baptism, or taken by them 
at confirmation. With this object also, 
a short novena to each saint will be 
added at the end of each volume, so 
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ibat the olient of the saint may be in- 
duced to recite it in his honour before 
his feast. 

Let us all unite heart and soul in the 
good and great work of honouring the 
nobility of heaven: we shall find it very 
much easier to make friends of the 
saints than to make friends of the great 
ones of the earth. Earthly friendships, 
however powerful and advantageous, 
will end with time : heavenly friendships 
will benefit us in this world also, but 
their benefits do not cease here. Oh ! 
how happy we shall be if the saints own 
Us as their friends in heaven I 

There is also another subject on which 
I wish to say a few words, and that is, 
the great good which every one may do 
by trying to distribute good books. 
Children can seldom buy books for 
themselves^ even in the case of those 
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who hei/ve rich parents, and .therefore 
have money at their command. But 
such children should be encouraged by 
their parents and teachers to give some 
little help towards this object. If every 
Catholic child who could afford it, and 
there are many such, bought one six- 
penny Life of a Saint in the year, and 
gave it to some servant or some poor 
child, who could not aflFord even this 
small sum, what good that child might 
do. The one sixpence will never be 
missed out of the year's allowance, and 
would, perhaps, be soon forgotten: but 
the good done would never be forgotten 
by God or the saint thus honoured. 

But even those who have no money 
to buy books, can help on the good work* 
When a poor child is given the Life of 
a Saint, or any other useful and instruc- 
.tive book, he can then have the great 
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happiness of being a distributor of good 
books also, not by giving Us book 
away, for that might not be right, but 
by keeping it very carefully and lend- 
ing it to other children when he has 
read it himself. 

It is to be feared that Catholics of the 
higher classes are scarely alive to the 
necessity of circulating Catholic works. 
I remember one instance in which a 
Catholic lady of rank and great wealth, 
was applied to on this subject, and her 
excuse was, that nearly all her tenants 
were Protestants ; therefore Catholic 
books were quite useless to her. A Pro- 
testant nobleman, if he cared one half as 
much for religion, as I am sure this good 
lady does, would never have made such 
an excuse. If his tenants, servants, 
or dependents, were all Catholics, 
he would think it all the more rea- 
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8on why he should distribute Protes- 
tant works and tracts amongst them. In 
America the necessity for distributing 
Catholic works and tracts has been rea- 
lized, and acted upon nobly and gene- 
rously. It can scarcely be said to have 
been even thought of, as yet, in this 
country. It is quite true that what are 
called the higher classes of Catholics in 
England are overwhelmed with demands 
on their charity, and it is also true that 
they respond generously ; but it is equally 
true that in poor impoverished Ireland, 
it is the middle class and the poor who 
support all the charities, and this with a 
generosity beyond all praise. In pro- 
portion to their means, their charities 
are in truth heroic. To such, and to 
the poor, I would earnestly appeal to 
help in the good work now in progress. 
A little encouragement, a word even. 
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mentioning to those who may not know 
of it, where and how the Life of their 
patron saint may be obtained, is all I 
ask. From long experience I know that 
those who will read such books most 
carefully and value them most highly, 
only need to know of them in order to 
procure them. Those whose libraries 
are heavily laden with books, seldom 
even realize the treasure which one little 
book is to their less favoured brethren, or 
the good that one little book may do. 

I would especially ask the help and 
blessing of every priest on this under- 
taking. Their people will read, they 
will spend money on books: the choice 
is simply between good reading and bad. 
The bad is brought to their doors, every 
facility is offered to them to procure it, 
every encouragement is offered to them 
to induce them to purchase it : why has 
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not every parish priest hi$ agent for 
good books? When evil is brought to 
the door by the agents of the devil, why 
cannot good be brought to the door by 
the servants of God ? 

The plan has been already tried of 
bringing good books to those who will 
read them when they are offered, but 
will not go to seek them. It has suc- 
ceeded beyond all our expectations. 
Without interest, without human aid, 
with only the ardent prayers of more 
than one saintly community, we have 
now over one hundred agents through- 
out the country for the circulation of 
our publications, who are working not 
merely for the remuneration it brings 
them, but also from higher motives. 

It only remains to call the attention 
of all Catholics, and evenof tlie poorest, 
for they also can help to avert evil, to 
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the following statement of faots which 
the writer has collected. 

First fact. — A Quabteb op a Mil- 
lion copies of the twopenny edition of 
Foxii Book of Martyrs have been sold 
during the last eight months (January to 
August, 1868); also 50,000 copies of 
Leigh Richmond's Annals of the Poor^ 
and of other books more or less anti- 
Catholic. This edition of Foae's Mar- 
tyrs has been got out by subscription, or 
it could not be sold at such a price, and 
we cannot wonder at the success of such 
efforts, when the returns of the society 
by which it was published and circulated 
amount to nearly £9,000 per annum. 
Quite recently, special additional con- 
tributions to a large amount have been 
asked, and obtained, for a still larger 
distribution of Fox^s Martyrs^ as a pre- 
servative against "Popery", and as a 
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special means of producing a feeUng 
against Catholics, whicH it is supposed 
will influence the voters at elections on 
the Irish Church Question. In con- 
sequence, a million copies of this book, 
filled with the most mendacious asser- 
tions, are now in circulation. Many 
more facts might be added. 

Then, there is another class of litera- 
ture, if indeed it deserves the name, 
which is, if possible, more evil in its 
effects, and which circulates equally 
amongst the Catholic and Protestant 
poor, because the style of writing is 
suited to the comprehension of the class 
for whom it is intended. It is made at- 
tractive to their worst passions, and 
alas ! far more pains are spent in making 
bad books attractive and easy of access, 
than in making good books what they 
should be made, or in obtaining for 
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them the circulation they might have 
with a little trouble. 

The police reports are carefully made 
up in the most sensational style. They 
are illustrated with the art of demons. 
Those who cannot read even, can under- 
stand the teaching of a picture, whether 
for good or evil ; and alas I even those 
who can read often receive impressions 
for evil from a picture far more easily 
than ttom words. 

As these little volumes will, it is 
hoped, go into the hands of all classes, 
and especially of the young and pure 
of heart, I shall say no more on this 
painful subject, only of this I am sure, 
that if educated Catholics took pains to 
inquire into the subject, their very hearts 
would shrink with horror and dismay. 

In conclusion, I desire to place this 
little series of Lives of Saints under the 
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Special patronage of the great Saint 
Joseph, the golden link between the 
saints of the older dispensation and the 
saints of Christian times;, and as he 
would have guarded and shielded Jesus 
and Mary from the hearing and seeing 
of evil even with his own life, so do I 
implore all Christian parents to guard 
and keep their children from the know- 
ledge of evil as far as it is possible to 
do so in an evil world, and I implore 
the saints whose lives I may have the 
honour of writing, to take under their 
special protection those who bear their 
names, and to obtain for them purity of 
heart, purity of life, and a love of all 
that is pure and holy, which may induce 
them, and those whom they may be able 
to influence, to flee from the least con- 
tamination of evil, and especially to 

love good and holy reading. 
Convent of Poor Clares, Kenmare^ Go» Katrj ^ 
Feast of our Lady oi'Swea^\%^'^» 
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Persons wishing to assist in the dis- 
tributiou of this series of Lives of Saints 
even by the smallest donations, are re- 
quested to apply as above. All alms 
sent for this purpose will be used ex- 
clusively and carefully as intended. 
Books will be distributed gratis to the 
full value of the amount forwarded. 
Attention is requested to the list of 
publications by the same author on the 
cover. Many of them will be found 
suitable for distribution in schools and 
among the poor. " 



ThS next volume of this series of 
Lives of Saints will be 

THE LIFE 

ov 




THE 

LTHOUGH we have not as 
many details of the lives of 
those we commonly call scrip- 
ture saints as we have of those 
who have lived nearer to our own tiiiie99 
there is at least this satisfaction, that we 
are quite sure every incident related ii| 
the Bible is literally true, and we jhay 
be equally sure each has been mentioned 
for some special purpose. We should, 
therefore, have a more than ordinary 
pleasure in studying the lives of those 
saints, and we ought to pray very fer- 
vently, that God the Holy Ghost, who 
inspired the prophets and apostles, and 

% 
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taught thetn what thej should write 
about these holj men and women, may 
help us to profit by what they have writ • 
ten. So we shall say the Hail Mary 
before we proceed further, to obtain this 
grace. 

The New Testament commences with 
the " generation of Jesus Christ". The 
Jews were God's chosen people, and 
were not permitted to have anything to 
do with the heathen, who worshipped 
idols, instead of the one true God, hence 
they were very particular in keeping 
their registries of marriages and births ; 
there was another reason also. They 
had been promised that the Messiah, 
Jesus Christ, should be born of their 
own race and people: therefore each 
family was anxious to prove himself a 
descendent of Abraham, so as to give him 
a hope of this greatest of honours. St. 
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JoBeph was descended from the royal 
tribe of Dai^id, otherwise, according to 
the Jewish law he could not have been 
the husband of our Blessed Ladj. The 
Gospel according to St. Luke tells us, 
that he was of the '' house and family of 
David" — St. Luke^ ii. 4. St. Joseph's 
descent from David and from Abraham 
is clearly proved from the first chapter of 
St. Matthew. Many people are proud of 
their family, of their descent, of their 
rank ; but after all, however far back a 
man may trace his family records, he 
can go no further than Adam, and Adam 
is the common ancestor of the whole 
human race. The beggar is descended 
from him as well as the peer. What 
real motives then can we find for pride 
in our ancestry? St. Joseph, the most 
favoured of men, traces his descent from 
Adam, nnd so must each child of Eve. 
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The only true nobility, the only nobility 
which will be recognized in heaven, is 
the nobility of sanctity, and that has its 
origin and foundation in true humility. 
If we examine the pedigree of St. 
Joseph, we shall find this wonderfully 
exemplified. Those things which we 
in our pride would do our best to 
hide, are sure to be mentioned, and 
the names of Thamar, Rahab,. and 
Ruth are prominently put forward, and 
the crimes of David not concealed; 
yet, how anxious are we to prevent 
strangers from knowing anything that 
we think may be considered a disgrace 
to our families or relations ! The genea- 
logy concludes thus : '* and Jacob begat 
Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
was bom Jesus who is called Christ — 
5^ Matt., i. 1 6. The father of St. Joseph 
was named Jacob. The Jews had a 
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good and holy custom of calling their 
children after their saintly ancestors, and 
thus we find the same name constantly 
recurring in scripture g^iealogies. There 
are many wonderful and l)eautiful triadi- 
tions about the Life of St. Joseph, before 
he l)ecaihe llie guardian of Jesus and 
Mary, and volumes might be filled with 
these pious legends; but our object at 
present in this series of lives of Saints, ' 
is to give facts of which there can.be 
no question : therefore we must adhere 
strictly to the Scripture narrative. The 
Bible tells us who St. Joseph*s father 
was, and who were his ancestors, but 
this is all we are told of his early years. 
Yet how much there is to ponder over 
and to study in these few words ! It is 
only when we come to meditate upon 
the words of Holy Scripture, that we. 
get some glimpses of the deep trutht- 
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contained in them. Hence it is that 
the Church opens up for us so many 
subjects of thought regarding the Lives 
of Bible Saints, when we study them in 
connection with what she teaches us 
about them. 

There is a special and most beautiful 
devotion practised throughout the Church 
to St. Joseph, and this devotion sug- 
gests in fact his whole history. It is 
called the Devotion to his Seven Sor- 
rows and his Seven Joys. 

Our human life is made up of our 
sorrows and our joys, and if it seems 
sometimes that the sorrows form the 
largest portion, it is only because we are 
not like the saints, and do not make 
joys of our sorrows. When we come to 
die, if we have been true Christians, we 
shall find that our sorrows were after all 
our greatest joys, if they were not caused 
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by contmuance in sin, for sorrow pre* 
pares us for our best happiness. 

We shall narrate the Life of St Jo- 
seph according to the account of Holy 
Scripture and the Church. His first 
dolour and his first joy were caused by 
his Espousal to our Blessed Lady« St. 
Joseph was a poor man, and a cai^>enter 
by trade, though he belonged to a 
royal family ; yet this did not prevent 
his being chosen by God as the husband 
of Mary. We must consider how great 
Mary' was, and how far beyond all words 
and thought was the honour conferred 
on her, before we can understand the 
greatness of the favour conferred on St 
Joseph. When we have said that Mary 
was the Mother of God, we have said 
the greatest and most glorious thing 
that can be said of her. When we have 
said that St. Joseph was delected^ b; 
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Gofl Himself to be the Spoqse of Mary', 
we have said how much beyond all 
other creatureB he must have been in 
lioliness and sanctity. And yet St. 
Joseph was only a lowly tradesman, 
"^ho would have thought of selecting a 
«i^pent^ to have charge of so precious 
a treasure? ^ Who would have thought 
of conferring so high an honour on so 
humbly an individual? But God's 
ilioiig^ are not like our thoughts. He 
exalts, the humble, and though people 
of high rank and station are sometimes 
&r noiore really humble than the pcor« 
yet God knew we all think so much of 
what is concddered great by the world, 
that He wished to give us an example, 
and to show us what we should con- 
sidier. true greatness, If the poor cax^ 
penter Joseph, had come to seek a favour 
&6m' juai and ifi %t the same .ticoie, the 
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"tvicked Herod the king had also comei 
we much fear we would have turned 
from the holy man and preferred the 
heathen prince. 

Tet we should remember also that 
the family of St Joseph were royal 
though they were poor. A proof that 
the conditions of birth are to be respec- 
ted, and are appointed by God, and 
that we should give honour where 
honour is due. 

We are not certain of the exact 
time at which Mary and Joseph were 
espoused. It is generally believed that 
our Blessed Lady lived in the temple 
from her early childhood, and that when 
she had completed her fifteenth year 
the priests sought for a husband to whose 
care ±hey could confide her. What 
better adviser could Mary have in so 
important a matter than the good priests 
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and holy women who lived in God's 
house and were entirely devoted to 
God's holy service? If you have not 
abeady made choice of a state of life, let 
me entreat of you to foUow the example 
of our Blessed Mother, and to take the 
advice of those who have your best in- 
terests at heart. 

Mary had been specially confided to 
the care of the priesthood, she was an 
orphan, and as such, no doubt, a special 
object of interest to her guardians. All 
that a well verified tradition has handed 
down to us of this period of Mary's 
life will be recorded in the lAfe of the 
Bleaaed Virgin^ which will form the 
second volume of this series. It must, 
however, be observed here, that Mary 
was entirely averse to marriage : she 
knew that there was a still higher and 
holier state than the state of matrimony, 
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and yet Almighty God expressly or- 
dained a marriage for her, first, that her 
virginity might be protected, and per- 
haps to show how holy He considered 
the married stater even while the world 
was being taught to look for something 
higher. 

The Jews were in the habit of de- 
ciding very important events by draw 
ing lots in a solemn manner. Even an 
apostle was chosen in this way after the 
death of the traitor Judas. Hence, as 
there were many young men who asked 
for the honour of receiving the hand of 
Mary in marriage, the priests ordered 
each of them to bring a branch of the 
almond tree and place it in the temple 
at evening. On the following morn- 
ing they assembled, eager to know 
the result. The branches were all 
withered but one, and that one was the 
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branch which holy Joseph Had placed 
in: faith and love before Him whom all 
had implored to preside over the lots. 

It was Fcvoaled to Marj that, in ac- 
cepting St. Joseph for her spouse, she 
need not fear for the precious treasure 
of her virginity. But St. Joseph was to 
suffer a special trial before he heard the 
awful and blessed announcement that he 
had been appointed the guardian of the 
Mother of God. 

Holy Scripture does not tell us the. 
age of St. Joseph at the time of the 
espousals, but the uniform tradition of 
the Church leaves it probable that he 
was about fifty, and that he always had 
been a virgin. 

The espousals occurred several months 
before the marriage ceremony took place,, 
this l>eing the custom of the Jews. The. 
Hebrew form of marriage contracts it 
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Btill preserved, and tliese are the words 
whidi Joseph and Mary may have used : 
** La the year . . . the . . . day of the 

month Benjamin, son of • • • . 

said to Rachel, daughter of ... , Be- 
come my wife under the law of Moses 
and of Israel. I promise to honour 
thee, to provide for thy support, thy 
food, thy clothing, according to the cus- 
tom of Hebrew husbands, who honour 
their wives and support them as it is 
befitting. I give thee at once [here he 
names the sum required by laiw], I pro- 
mise thee, besides nourishment, clothes, 
and whatever shall be necegsary fox 
thee, conjugal friendship, a thing com- 
mon to all the nations of the world". 

Let us pause for a few moments to 
consider how faithfully Joseph kept 
those holy promises. Let us asik our- 
^selves have we kept as faithfully all.the 
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promises we have made to God. St. Jo- 
seph is the great example to all married 
people, and his life should be the con- 
stant study of all who have entered that 
holy state, and especially of those who 
are burdened with worldly cares. Oh I 
remember, dear friends, how St. Joseph 
worked as a carpenter; remember that 
he suffered far greater poverty than you 
may ever have, to suffer; and yet he 
never made his poverty an excuse for 
sin, or a reason for murmuring against 
God. You cannot say that " St. 
Joseph had nothing to trouble him'*; 
for his life is a history of seven great 
troubles, any one of which would have 
been made an excuse by many for 
grievous transgressions against God. 

There are some persons who are 
peculiarly susceptible of sufferings, 
some persons who are more refined^ 
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more delicate, more sensitive, than 
others; just as there are some persons 
who appreciate every sound of harmony, 
and shudder at any note of discord, 
while those around them never can 
comprehend what causes them so much 
pleasure or go much pain. It generally 
happens that the saints are persons en- 
dowed with more than ordinary sensi- 
bility, and therefore liable to suffer in 
every way more than others. Such was 
the great St. Joseph. Refinement of feel- 
ing, which is the cause of so much pain 
to those endowed with this gift, is by no 
means confined to persons in what are 
called the higher classes. The most 
delicate refinement of thought, feeling, 
and action, may be found amongst the 
poor, the rudest and coarsest natures 
may be found amongst the rich and 
noble. St. Joseph's first dolour was in- 
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creased not a little by the delicate refine- 
ment of his holy soul. He had espoused 
Mary. He believed her to be one of 
the purest and best of women. He knew 
by the miracle of the almond tree which 
had borne fruit, that he was chosen by 
God to be her husband. Yet the Holy 
Scripture tells, ** before they came 
together, she was found with child of 
the Holy Ghost" (St. Mat, i. 18). This 
was St. Joseph's first great sorrow, and 
this is the first incident in his life which ia 
related at length in the Holy Scriptures. 
Let us consider the position in which 
St. Joseph was placed. He did not 
know then, as we dg now, that Mary 
had conceived of the Holy Ghost. What 
could he think but that she had com- 
mitted a great 3in? He could scarcely 
think otherwise until the truth was re- 
pealed to him by God Himself, But let 
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US see how he acted. This is what St. 
Mathew tells us about St. Joseph, and 
let us consider it well: "whereupon 
Joseph, her husband, being a just man, 
and not willing publicly to expose her, 
was minded to put her away privately". 
St Math, J i. 19. Had Joseph not been 
a ** just man", how differently he would 
have acted ! Let us learn from him how 
to hide the faults of othera, and to hesi- 
tate long, and judge all the circum- 
stances carefully, before we proclaim 
another's guilt. Let us learn to be 
"just" in our thoughts and actions to- 
wards others, however great their faults 
may seem to be. And Joseph has his 
reward: "While he thought on those 
things", says the holy evangelist, " the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him". 
O good St. Joseph, may we learn from 
your blessed example to " think" lon^ 
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and carefully before we accuse others^ 
however apparent may be their fault, 
and the angel of the Lord will protect 
us also, and teach us how to act aright. 
St. Joseph lay down to sleep with 
a sad and weary heart. He knew not 
how to act ; he was perplexed and dis- 
turbed beyond measure, but his trust 
was still in the God of his fathers, the 
God who h^d made the olive branch 
to blossom in the temple. He prayed, 
and his prayer was heard. As he slept, 
the angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
and the mystery of the incarnation 
was revealed to his enraptured souL 
<* Joseph", the angel exclaims, calling 
him by his name, a name henceforth to 
be a thousand times blessed and a mil- 
lion times invoked, " Joseph, son of 
David", Joseph is the name of the poor 
carpenteri but the heavenly messenger 
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adds his royal title, "son of David". 
Ah I he shall have a better title yet, for 
he shall be called '* father of Jesus'*. 
" Joseph, son of David, fear not to take 
unto thee Mary, thy wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost, 
and she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name Jbsus. For He shall 
save His people from their sins" — St. 
Mat^ i. 20-21. 

We may imagine how the holy patri- 
arch sprang from his lowly bed, and 
adored the living God, who had done 
such great things for him. His dolour 
had vanished because Jesus was come, 
even as our sorrows shall also vanish 
when Jesus comes to us, and takes us 
home, where there are no dolours. How 
St. Joseph watched for morning, that 
he might seek his spotless spouse, and 
kneel before the shrine where the In- 
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carnate God lay hidden. Ted, even as 
we kneel before the altar where the 
most holy Sacrament reposes, and adore 
the living God, so might Joseph kneel 
before Mary, and adore Him who also 
dwelt within her womb. And then 
when he saw Mary ! No words of ours 
can pictare, no thoughts of ours can 
imagine, what St Joseph felt and said. 
Doubtless, with the wonderful humility 
of true sanctity, he considered himself 
unworthy of the society of the Blessed 
Virgin, and thus became still dearer to 
the Heart of the Infant Jesus. This 
was Joseph^s first sorrow and his first 

joy. 

A few months passed on, and no 
doubt the holy patriarch and his spot- 
less spouse had many trials which are 
not specially recorded, and one joy also 
(a joy which none could take from them), 
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for ^here Mary was, there Jesus was 
also, and Joseph too was there, for ho 
had done ^'as the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him**, and had taken 
Mary to his lowly hoiise at Nazareth. 
But the time was approaching rapidly 
when Jesus should come forth from the 
Virgin shrine, and the mightiest emperor 
in the world, though he knew it not, 
was preparing for that event. 
. The Jews at that time were anxiously 
expecting their Messiah, and there were 
always some few devout and holy men 
and women who looked for His coming, 
and prayed foi it daily with the most 
earnest supplication. But the great 
majority of the nation were indifferent 
to their highest interests, and like too 
many Christians now, cared more for 
worldly prosperity than for eternal gain. 
The Jewish Scriptures, which are what 
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we now call the Old Testament,' con- 
tained many prophecies of the birth of 
Christ. One of the most remarkable of 
these declared that before our Lord 
should come, the sceptre, >that is the 
royal power, should pass away from 
Judah. This prophecy had already been 
fulfilled. The Jews were no longer 
governed by kings or rulers of their 
own race, and Judea had become a pro- 
vince of the mighty Roman empire. A 
decree had gone forth from ''Gsesar 
Augustus that the whole world should 
be enrolled" — St Luke^ ii. 1. The 
monarch wished to gratify his pride by 
ascertaining the number of his subjects: 
how little did he think that he was but 
doing the will of the King of kings ! 
The royal mandate was made known in 
the little village of Nazareth. It was 
winter; Mary was near the time of her 
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delivery; Joseph was aged and worn 
with care; but they made no excuses 
or delays, knowing that the powers that 
be are ordained by God, and that to 
resist anyJawAil authority, is to resist 
Grod Himself. Of this the incident in 
the life of St. Joseph, at present imder 
consideration, is a remarkable example. 
Had he refused to obey the command 
of the heathen monarch, he would hav6 
been frustrating the very designs of 
God. God does not always send His 
angels even to St. Joseph; but God's 
will is not less plain, or less to be re- 
verenced, no matter by whom it is 
made known to us. 

It is certain that St. Joseph, as well 
as our Blessed Lady, was descended 
directly from David, and therefore they 
were both obliged to go to the royal 
city of Bethlehem, that their names 
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might be enrolled there. The journey 
was to them long and weary. They 
were poor, and were therefore obliged 
to endure all the sufferings of the road, 
from which even a little more of this 
world's goods might have freed them. 
Ah I dear £riend, if you also are poor, 
and are obliged to make long, and weary 
journeys on foot, with many trials, think 
of Mary and Joseph. We may well 
believe that God loved Mary and Joseph 
more than any other man or woman in 
the whole world, and yet He left them 
in poverty. He let them suffer from 
poverty, and all the journeys they made 
were made like the poorest of the poor. 
And why was this? It was because 
our sweet Jesus loved poverty and suf- 
fering, not for their own sakes, but for 
our sakes — because you and I have com- 
mitted sin, and ain must be atoned for 
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by suffering. But you will say, perhaps, 
Mary did not ^commit sin. No, dear 
friend, Mary never conunitted even the 
very least sin, and yet no creature ever 
suffered as Mary suffered. Let us think 
about this for one moment. We can 
understand, according to our poor un- 
derstanding, that those who sin deserve 
to suffer ? When a man commits a crime 
and is punished for it, we say " it serves 
him right"; but when we see persons 
suffer poverty, and all kinds of trials, 
who are what we call good, then we 
begin to think that God is not just, 
that it is not fair they should suffer as 
the wicked do. Yes, I have heard 
people say of themselves: " Why should 
I suffer, I never did any harm ; I never 
did half as much as so and so, and they 
have not had trials to bear like mine". 
It is indeed sad to hear such words: 
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even if we did not commit great sins 
like others, we are all sinners ; but can 
we say a word about our sufferings, 
when sinless Mary, and the just Joseph, 
suffer all their lives ? It is those whom 
God loves most, to whom He gives the 
greatest sufferings. If we are wicked, 
we deserve our sufferings; if we are 
trying to live good lives and to please 
God, it is as a great favour that He lets 
us suffer as He let Mary and Joseph, 
for the sufferings of the good help to 
atone for the sins committed by the 
wicked. If we love any one very much, 
and if we see them ill-treated or injured 
by others, we try to be still more kind 
to them, to make up to them for their 
injuries, and we would suffer anything 
ourselves to console them for their 
sufferings. So it is with the saints: 
they were glad to suffer to atone to 
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God for the sins of wicked men, and 
God lets them suffer because they will 
have a higher place in heaven for all 
they suffer here. 

But we must return to Mary and 
Joseph. This is the second dolour that 
St. Joseph suffered. When he came to 
Bethlehem he could get no place to 
shelter for the night. You will re- 
member that it was winter. Think how 
cold the coldest nights in December 
are, and think how sad St. Joseph felt 
when he could get no place for Mary 
to sleep in. The people who kept the 
imi said they had no room for them. 
We may be sure, if Joseph had been 
a rich man, the inn-keeper would soon 
have made out a place for him. But 
Joseph was poor, and the inn-keeper 
did not know that Jesus was there also. 
Perhaps you will think no one could 
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blame him. If he had heard that God 
Himself was waiting at his door, he would 
have let Him in. Alas I we cannot be 
80 sure of this. Our dear Lord has told 
us that whatever we do for the poor we 
do for Him, and we know bow rudely 
the poor are often treated. I hope who- 
ever reads this lAfe of St. Joseph will 
try sometimes to give food and shelter 
to the poor, and particularly to poor 
travellers who cannot afford to pay for 
it. Perhaps you will say, if you do so 
you will be cheated, and tramps of all 
kinds will impose on you ; but remember 
you are not askod to give charity with- 
out thought or inquiry : that would npt 
be real charity : but if you are cheated 
here by persons who pretend to be poor, 
and are not, remember you will not 
be cheated in heaven: God will reward 
you there for your good deedi even 
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should it b6 done to a worthless and un- 
deserving person. 

The Bible tells us how Joseph and 
Mary were refused shelter at the inn; 
it tells us ^Iso that at last they took 
shelter in a stable. The tradition of 
centuries informs us of their weary 
wanderings from house to house, of the 
rudeness of the people, and that at last 
they discovered a cave or grotto a little 
way out of the village, which had been 
used as a stable, where an ox was taking 
shelter, and here St. Joseph was obliged 
to tie up the ass on which Mary rode 
from Nazareth, and here 

JESUS WAS BOBN. 

It was at midnight sweet Jesus came. 
St. Joseph's second dolour had now 
passed a'way, for the sight of the Infant 
Jesus chased every sorrow from his 
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breast. What could he care for the scom 
and contempt of men when he was ho- 
noured with the presence of the Creator 
of all men ? How could he grieve for 
Mary's weariness and sorrow, when all 
her weariness and sorrow had passed 
away ? How could he feel the cold of 
the winter night, when the fire of Eter- 
nal love warmed the poor stable ? Ah 1 
Joseph, happy St. Joseph, one dolour is 
gone, you have one sorrow less to suffer 
on earth, and an exceeding increase of 
your eternal joy in heaven. Let us 
picture fo ourselves for a moment the 
joy with which Joseph took the Infant 
Jesus in his arms. We may believe 
that he offered Him up to God with . 
tears of love and thanksgiving, for 
Joseph knew that this little Infant Jesus 
was He who would redeem Israel. He 
knew that this little Babe was the 
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Saviour of the world; and Christian 
parents, when you first take your httle 
children into your arms, think of St. 
Joseph. Think how he took the Infant 
Jesus into his holy arms. Think how 
he offered Him to God, even as you. 
should offer your children. I hope every 
Christian parent who reads this little 
book will think very seriously about 
this. Your children will be either a 
blessing or a curse to. you and to others, 
according as you act towards them. 
You must either give them to God or 
to the devil ; there is no other choice for 
you. Which will you do? I believe 
there are few persons who would say 
deliberately, I will give my child to the 
devil; but I know there are many 
parents who are so wicked and care- 
less themselves, that they actually do 
give their children to the devil. You 
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give your child to the devil when you 
teach him to prefer this world to the 
next; you give your child to the devil 
when you give him bad example ; you 
give your child to the devil when you 
omit to do all in your power to give 
him to God. Quite lately several parenti 
have been taken up in London and 
brought before the police courts for ne- 
glecting their children. They fed them- 
selves and they starved their poor little 
children. One day five poor little chil- 
dren were foimd lying together, half 
naked, and nearly starved to death, 
while their wicked parents were out 
amusing themselves. When the parents 
were taken to jail for their cruelty, a 
great mob gathered around them and 
hooted at them. The magistrate told 
them they were most unnatural parents. 
It was very true ; but you may be far 
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more cruel to your children, though 
you may never starve them or beat 
them. One of these unfortunate children 
died. It was a baby only a year old. 
If that little baby was baptized, it went 
straight to heaven, and it is there now 
a happy little angel. The parents' cruelty 
did it no lasting harm ; but if that little 
baby had lived, and grown up to know 
right from wrong, and if her parents 
had given her bad example, and had 
taken no pains to bring her up for God, 
they would have given her to the devil 
as far as they could do so^ and her soul 
might have been lost. It was cruel in- 
deed and fearfully wicked to starve a 
dear child till it died of want; but it is 
far more cruel and wicked to starve a 
child^s soul, to keep it from learning the 
way to heaven, and so to be the cause 
of its sufferings for ever and ever. 
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ThiAk, then, of St. Joseph. See how 
he offered the Infant Jesus to God ; see 
how he offered himself to God that he 
might do the duty of a good father. 
Pray to him to help you to be like him. 
St. Joseph never thought he could do 
enough for Jesus and Mary: do you also 
all you can for your wife and children. 
St. Joseph might have said : Why does 
not God give me plenty of money, and 
then I need not work so hard, and then 
I can get every comfort for Jesus and 
Mary ? Ah, no ! St. Joseph knew that 
poverty was a great treasure, he was 
content to wait till he went to heaven 
to be rich, and he is not disappointed 
now. If you try to be like him, you 
will not be disappointed either. Do not 
wish that your children may be rich and 
great, but pray that they may be good 
and holy ; and when they are bom, offer 
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them up to God, that He may do what- 
ever He pleases with them, and He will 
do what is really best for them. 

Let us see also what company St. 
Joseph has in the stable. The Holy 
Scripture tells us this also : '* And there 
were in the same country shepherds 
watching, and keeping the night watches 
over their flocks; and, behold, an angel 
of the Lord stood by~ them, and the 
brightness of God shone about them, 
and they feared with a great fear". — St 
Lvke^ iii. 8, 9. Then the angels told 
the shepherds the wonderful news of 
Christ's heavenly biith, and they gave 
them for a sign, that the Infant should 
be found " laid in a manger". How 
different are God's ways from ours! 
Who would suppose the King of Kings 
would be bom in a stable and laid in a 
manger? When we go to see a.tcyj^ 
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person, we look out for all the signs of 
wealth and state; but the shepherds 
were told to look out for all the signs 
of poverty. Was it not well for the 
shepherds that they believed the mes- 
sage of the angels? They k^ew that 
Jesus was expected by His people as a 
great king, and they might have said: 
*^We will not believe this message: 
surely the Messiah will come in great 
pomp and state''. Had they acted thus, 
as, perhaps, we should have done, they 
would not have found ''Mary and 
Joseph and the Infant"* But the good 
shepherds came in all haste to the stable. 
JNow, indeed, St. Joseph is comforted 
for his dolour ; now, indeed, his sorrow 
has passed away for a time and his heart 
is full of joy. He has seen Jesus re- 
jected by men, who refused Him a 
shelter; he sees Him now adored by 
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earthly life is not the time for joy, but 
rather the time of preparation for joy— 
for joy which shall be etemaL 

The Scripture life of St. Joseph ^us 
brings us quickly to his third dolour. 
The Jews were commanded by God 
Himself to circumcise their male chil- 
dren on the eighth day. The com- 
mand was absolute ; the . penalty of 
disobedience was most severe. Any 
child who was not circumcised on the 
eighth day after his birth, was cut off 
from all the privileges and benefits 
granted by God to His favoured people. 
The child was, in fact, a heathen, and 
circumcision was the rite or ceremony 
by which he was admitted into the Jew- 
ish church, even as holy baptism is now 
the sacrament which makes us Chris- 
tians. The Jews dare not omit the rite 
of circumcision. Alas I that Christian 
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parents should ever be caJpeless or indif- 
ferent about the sacrament of holy bap- 
tism. We see in the difference between 
the rite of circumcision and the holy 
sacrament of baptism, a marked dis- 
tinction bett^een the Old Law and the 
New Law. The Old Law was one of 
suffering. The sufferings of the blessed 
Child began with His circumcision, and 
only ended with Jlis death. All the pre- 
cepts of the ceremonial law involved 
more or less Buffering. There was a re- 
straint on almost every act of a man^s life. 
But the sweet Infant Jesus had come to 
remove all these restraints, and to teach 
a new law — a law of love. Yet He 
Himself would take the sufferings of 
the Old Law. He would not spare His 
own blessed mother or His foster father 
from any of these sufferings, yet He 
spares us. How can we dare complain 
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of the few and simple commioiGb <tf the 
CSatholio Church, when we read oi the 
.many and heavy duties imposed by the 
Jewish law ? What excuse shall we be 
able to offer at the last day if we fail to 
obey what is so easy and simple? 

God had given directions to St Joseph 
by His holy angel, even as He gives 
directiops to us now by our priests, 
what he should do for^the Infant Jesus. 
In the wonderful vision in which the 
saint had been told of Mary's pure vir- 
ginity, he was also told what name he 
should give her Son. *' Thou shalt call 
his name Jesus'' — St. Matt.^ i. 21. O 
wonderful honour! O amazing privi- 
lege ! St. Joseph is given all the rights 
of a &ther by God Himself: it is the 
father who gives the name to a child, 
and Joseph shall be acknowledged in 
heaven and on earth as the Father of 
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Je8U8. ^* Thou Shalt call His name 
Jbsub". TUs wafl St. Joeeph^s third 
joy. He was to give the Divine Child 
Hifl name. And why was this joy so 
great ? We may well believe that 
St. Joseph saw in this power a special 
authorization of his right to be called 
and considered as the father of Jesus. 
There could be no doubt about it. The 
authority came from God Himself; and 
we may believe that the great Patriarch 
foresaw how he should be honoured by 
this name in future ages — even to the 
end of time, even to all eternity. 

But St. Joseph had also another and 
a higher source of joy. The angel had 
told him why this name was to be ^ven 
to the Divine Infant. " Thou shalt call 
his name Jesus, for He shall save His 
people from their sins" — St. Matt, i. 
21. St. Joseph needed a Saviour ; evea 
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the pure and spotless Mother of God 
herself needed a Saviour; she herself 
has said: '^My spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour". Mary was preserved 
from sin through the merits of Jesus 
Christ, and St. Joseph was delivered 
from the guilt of original sin^ though 
we may believe that he never com- 
mitted any actual sin, through the merits 
of Jesus Christ also. St. Joseph then 
rejoiced in his own salvation, obtained 
for him by Jesus. He rejoiced beyond 
all that our poor words can tell in the 
honours and privileges conferred on 
his Virgin Spouse, Mary, all obtained 
through the merits of Jssus. He had 
prayed and wept for many long years 
for the Messiah promised to his people, 
for the Saviour who should deliver them 
from their sins. For centuries the Jews 
had offered the blood of bulls and goats 
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and heifers, as a sacrifice to God, tliat 
thej might be reminded of the necessity 
of Blood to purify from sin, and through 
the virtue of the Precious Blood of Him 
who was to come, those sacrifices did 
purify them. But now there was no 
further need of such poor types of the 
one true sacrifice. Jesus had come. 
His Precious Blood had heen shed in 
the painful ceremony of Circumcision. 
It is believed by many that St. Joseph 
himself had performed this rite, at least 
he it was who gave the Name, which is 
above every name, to the Infant God. 
** Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for 
He shall save His people from their 
sins". This then was St. Joseph's joy, 
a joy full of sorrow, as the joys of the 
saints mostly are, for we must wait until 
we go to the land of eternal joy for per- 
fect happiness. 
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There is one promise made by dmst 
Himself, in which St. Josefdi now le^ 
joioes. Our Divine Lord said in His 
last discourse: <* If you ask ihe Father 
anything in my Name, He will give it 
you" — St John, xvi. 28. Such is the 
efficacy of that Holy Name, and may 
we not be well assured that if we adc 
St. Joseph himself to join his petitions 
to ours, and to ask in honour of the 
privilege conferred on him in giving 
Jbsus His Name, for what we need, 
that we cannot fail to obtain it? If we, 
poor sinners, are assured that we shall 
obtain whatever we ask the Father in 
the Name of Jesus, how much more 
speedily will not the great St Joseph 
obtain a like favour ! 

But sorrow was again at hand. A 
new sorrow, and with it also a new joy. 
Again there were a few days of peace 
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and rest after the Circumcision, but 
another Jewish ceremony required ful- 
fihnent, and the ever obedient Mary and 
Joseph hastened to do all that the law 
demanded. St. Joseph's fourth dolour 
occurred at the Purificatian of the Bles- 
sed Virgin* This is the account as 
recorded in Holy Scripture: ^' And after 
the days of her Purification according 
to the law of Moses were accomplished, 
they carried Him to Jerusalem to pre- 
sent Him to the Lord^\ Once again 
Mary and Joseph set out on a painful 
journey ; but this time they are blessed 
vrith the visible presence of their Infant 
God. However great their trials, this 
must indeed have been a consolation. 
How tenderly they carried that Blessed 
Infant. How carefully the good and 
dear St. Joseph watched over the Mother 
and the ChUd. Ah ! Christian parents. 
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look at the dear St. Joseph, as he guards 
Mary and carries Jesus up to Jerusalem, 
and ask him to obtain for you a holy 
tenderness towards those whom God has 
confided to your keeping. 

Of the Purification we shall say more 
in the lAfe of the Blessed Virgin: at 
present we are principally concerned 
with the immediate history of St Joseph. 
^' Mary" carried Him to Jerusalem to 
present Him to the Lord. Can we for 
one moment suppose that St. Joseph 
would have allowed Mary to go alone? 
True, his presence was not absolutely 
necessary. Mary could have gone 
through the ceremony of Purification 
without her spouse, and for her it was 
only a ceremony, as she had not con- 
tracted any sinful defilement in the pure 
birth of Christ; Jesus could have been 
presented by Mary; Joseph was aged 
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and infirm: what good excuses he might 
have made to remain away I Ah I what 
miserable excuses Christian fathers make 
when duty requires them to assist in 
presenting their children to God. Are 
they always present at their children's 
Baptism, at their Confirmation, at their 
First Communion? It should be indeed 
a serious matter that could keep a Chris- 
tian father from '* presenting his children 
to the Lord''. And if they see that you 
prefer your business or your pleasure to 
such holy duties, are you giving them 
that good example which is your boun- 
dei^ duty ? Alas ! it may be that you 
fail to present yourself ** to the Lord". 
Remember it was to God's priest that 
St Joseph presented Mary and Jesus ; 
and yet because that priest was ordained 
by God Himself to receive that act of 
Presentation, it is spoken of as being 
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made to God. So it is now. When 
you present yourself to the priest for 
confession, you present yourself to the 
Lord. Think then of the example of 
die good and dear St. Joseph, and en- 
deavour to imitate it in this also. 

This Presentation was required by 
one of the commands of the JewieJi 
church, just as it is one of the com- 
mands of the Christian Church that you 
should hear mass on Sundays and holi- 
days of obligation, and that you should 
confess and receive the most holy Sacra- 
ment at Easter. When Mary and Jo- 
seph had fulfilled the legal precept they 
were obliged also to offer a '^ sacrifioe*'. 
There is some deep meaning in every 
word of Holy Scripture, and some deep 
ngnificance in every action commanded 
by the law. Almost every duty of the 
Jewish Church required some act of 
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sacrifice, yet none dare to render this 
an excuse for disobedience. It is 
enough that the sacrifice was required 
by God How much less cause have 
we for complaining that fulfilment of 
any religious obligation causes us in- 
convenience or trouble, when our divine 
Lord has given us such an example ! 
Every act of His life from the cradle to 
the grave was an act of sacrifice, until 
at last all was consummated by the 
tremendous sacrifice of Calvary, and 
His death of shame and agony. When 
Mary and Joseph came to the temple, 
they found there the holy man Si- 
meon. This humble prophet had just 
received a revelation from God, in- 
forming him that the Messiah, for 
whom he had so long prayed, had at 
last appeared on earth. What words 
can desoribe his joy? For years and 
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years he had waited and watched and 
prayed for this blessed hour, and now, 
at last, it had come. He was to see 
Jesus I He was to take Jesus in his 
arms. It was the greatest happiness he 
could have on earth. There was only 
one happiness which could be greater, 
a^d that was to see Jksus eternally in 
Heaven. When he had seen Jesus on 
earth, he asked God to give him that 
other happiness. He asked to depart 
in peace. Yes, this is what the saints 
say : when they have done all the work 
that God wills them to do ; when they 
have waited and watched and prayed, like, 
holy Simeon, till God tells them that 
all is done, then they say: ** O sweet 
Jesus, take me home^ ; for this world is 
not their home, and they are lonely here, 
lonely because they want sweet Jesus, 
and they cannot always see Him here. 
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We may imagine with what rever- 
ence holy Simeon looked at St. Joseph, 
and with what respect holy Joseph ad- 
dressed Simeon. They were both saints, 
and saints are full of reverence for each 
other. Each thinks the other more holy 
and more beautiful than himself. This is 
true humility, and very different from 
the ways of sinful men. How the little 
Infant Jesus rejoiced at this sight I how 
it consoled Him for many sorrows I 
There was His most blessed Mother, 
whose sinlessness and sanctity He knew 
as none other could do, and she in her 
deep humility was fulfilling all that the 
law required sinners to do. There was 
no boasting of her gifts, no pride about 
the honours conferred on her, she lefl 
it to the Holy Ghost to reveal to 
Simeon her great glories, and she 
listened to his prophecy of sorrow with. 
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a meek and humble heart. There was 
St. Joseph, the most favoured of men 
and the humblest: he too refrained from 
all words about his own honour or about 
the honour of his Charge. He waited 
till God exalted him. He knew the 
desires of the Heart of his Holy Child 
Jesus, and made no proud boasting 
either for himself, or what might have 
been thought excusable, of his royal 
Charge. There was also blessed Simeon, 
too much wrapped in ecstacy to think 
of anything but that which he had seen 
and heard. His holy life was nearly at 
an end ; earthly pleasures and earthly 
pride looked very miserable as he came 
near eternity. He saw Jesus, he took 
Him in his arms, he blessed God and 
asked that he might go home. There 
was Anne, Anna the prophetess, and the 
holy widow. Ah, what a blessed group I 
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Sweel Jesas would satisfy every station 
and eveiy rank in life. He would show 
that all were precious to Him, for the 
soul of each was a jewel bought by His 
own most precious Blood. There was 
Mary the Virgin, His Mother, because 
virginity was most dear to Him; there 
was Anne the widow, because He woidd 
aiiow His tender love for holy and sor. 
rowful widowhood. 

But Simeon speaks, and Joseph's do- 
lour begins. " This CHld is set for the 
fall of many in Israel". Ah I but the 
dolour is also mingled with a joy. He 
shall be also for the ^' resurrection of 
many". It was, perhaps, St. Joseph's 
first initiation into the mysterious hu- 
miliation of his God. Full of holy joy 
and ardent hope, even the disappoint- 
ments at Bethlehem could hardly have 
prevented him from expecting tha.t ^IV 
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men should flock round their Infant 
Saviour and place themselves under the 
banner of His holy name. Only the 
saints can realize in any great degree 
the miseries of eternal loss of God: 
hence the saints grieve over the blind- 
ness and wilfulness of sinners in a way 
far beyond our poor conception. 

Afler those solemn and important 
ceremonies, St. Joseph returned to Na- 
zareth with Jesus and Mary. Again 
we can refer to the Scripture narrative 
for this incident in the life of the holy 
patriarch: "And after they had per- 
formed all things according to the law 
of the Lord, they returned into Gralilee 
to their city Nazareth" — St Luke^ ii. 
89. Let us observe once more the 
expressions of the holy writer. Al- 
most in every verse we find some 
word or sentence showing us with what 
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8C^*upulous oare St. Joseph obeyed each 
ordinance of the Church. He circum- 
cises the Divine Child when the legal 
days are '* accomplished^, He carries Him 
to Jerusalem when the *' days according 
to the law of Moses are accomplished". 
He offers the sacrifice ** as it is written 
in the law". He takes Jesus to the 
Temple, " to do for Him according to 
the custom of the law", and then, when 
he had perfcnmed all things according 
to the law of the Lord, he returns to 
his village home at Nazareth. Truly 
the life, of St. Joseph is one of won- 
derful instruction, is fidl of subjects for 
holy meditation, if only we have gracd 
to profit by it and use it aright. 

And now the Holy Family have 
another brief season of repose. They 
have returned to their peaceful cottage. 
St. Joseph begins to work at his old 
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trade again, now doubly bappy that he 
has the honour of labouring for a God 
ever present to his eyes; perhaps he 
and Mary speak of the many peaoeful 
years they are likely to have. They could 
see no indication of a coming storm, no 
reason why they should be driven forth 
again on weary journeys. It was true, 
that the visit of the wise men at Beth- 
lehem had caused them some fear. They 
had been warned not to return to Herod, 
for he was seeking the young Child's 
life ; still there was no sign of immediate 
danger, and it is probable that the 
Purification took place in the interval, 
while Herod was expecting the return 
of the Magi. It is at least almost cer- 
tain that the Purification occurred before 
the flight into Egypt, and St. Luke men- 
tions that the Holy Family returned to 
Nazareth after these legal duties were 
fulfiUed. 
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The poor dwelling of Mtoy and 
Joseph at Nazareth could not have con- 
tained more than two or three little 
rooms ; in one we may picture to our- 
selves how Mary slept the sleep of holy 
peace as the King of Peace reposed in 
her blessed arms or by her side. In the 
worst and poorest of the outer rooms 
lay the greatest and noblest of men. 
The tools of his poor trade were care- 
fully laid by. He was decently but 
meanly covered. His last thought had 
been of God, and the beautiful white 
winged angels stood around him in 
wonder and thanksgiving that one so 
holy shoidd be found amongst sinful 
men. A message came from the Eter- 
nal to one of those pure bright spirits. 
God has made them His messengers to 
men, and woe to those who refuse and 
despise their commands. Even now 
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in this bad dark world there axe ihdse to 
whom the angels come ; there are pure 
and spotless souls with whom the angels 
are familiar; there are those to whom 
God sends messages by their angels, 
sometimes in visible form, sometimes 
by that low but ineffably distinct and 
gentle inward voice which is only heard 
by those to whom it is addressed. We 
speak to those favoured souls, perhaps 
we live with them, but we shall only 
know hereafter how they have lived 
with God, and how God in return has 
lived with them. 

St. Joseph slept, and again the angels 
come to him. He is the head of the 
house, the ruler of the family, and as 
such the message is given to him, not 
even to the most blessed among women. 

** Behold, an angel of the Lord ap- 
peared in sleep to Joseph, saying: Arise 
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and take the Child and His mother, and 
flj into Egypt: and be there until I shall 
tell thee. For it will come to pass that 
Herod will seek the Child to destroy 
Him. Who arose, and took the Child 
and His mother by night, and retired 
into Egypt: and he was there until the 
death of Herod: That it might be ful- 
filled which the Lord spoke by the 
prophets, saying: Out of Egypt have I 
called my son" — St. Matty ii. 13, 15. 

There are many subjects for consi- 
deration in these few words. First 
we see the prompt obedience of St. 
Joseph. Perhaps you will say: "Ah! 
if an angel appeared to me, and ordered 
me to do anything, no matter how diffi- 
cult, I would not delay a moment". 
Dear friend, I hope it might be so, but 
remember that St. Joseph had obeyed 
all the commands of God's Church most 
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oarefuUy and scrupulotislj many jeftss 
l>efore we hear that angels were sent to 
him. All the great saints to whom God 
has vouchsafed supernatural fayoursi 
merited them in some measure by their 
exact obedience to ordinary duties and 
to the precepts of the Church ; nor should 
we ever expect that Gk)d would give us 
the favours which only the saints can 
merit. Next, we see his perfect sub- 
mission to the divine will. He arose at 
once, he set out at once ; there were no 
excuses, no difficulties. And how many 
objections might he not have made? 
He might have pleaded his poverty, for 
we are not told that the angel gave him 
any money for his journey. He might 
have pleaded the time. Why could he 
not as well set out in the day? He 
might have pleaded the length and 
danger of the long and terrible journey. 
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But there was nothing of this. St. Jo- 
seph was a *' just man", a man who did 
God*8 will in all things simply and reve- 
rently. God had commanded him to go 
into Egypt, and he went into Egypt. 

If God requires us at any time to fly 
from any danger, let us not complain 
Let us not excuse ourselves. If those 
who are appointed to guide us, or if 
our own consciences tell us that any 
place, situation, or employment is dan- 
gerous for us, let us leave it at once, let 
us act like St. Joseph. God will provide 
for us, but we must show that we trust 
God, that we prefer poverty and toil 
to offending Him. 

The journey into Egypt was long 
and weary. The holy Scripture does not 
give us any details of this nor of the 
residence of the Holy Family there ; but 
there are many beautiful traditions cm 
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the subject, which we must reserve for 
the lAfe of the Blessed Virgin. 

Again the angels come to St.' Joseph. 
He had been desired to remain in 
Egypt imtil he should be told to return. 
Gfed had indeed fixed the time and the 
hour in His own allwise decrees; but all 
this is hidden from Joseph for his 
greater merit. He is simply to obey. 
Ah, let us learn of him to ask no ques- 
tions of God's Providence, and to seek 
to know only what He is pleased to re- 
veal to us. It is enough to know His 
will, and to try to accomplish it. 

Again St. Joseph is warned in sleep. 
"When Herod was dead, behold an 
angel of the Lord appeared in sleep to 
Joseph, in Egypt, saying: Arise, and 
take the Child and His mother, and go 
into the land of Israel, for they are dead 
that sought the life of the Child. Who 
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arose, and took the Child and His 
mother into the land of Israel. But 
hearing that Archelaus reigned in Judea, 
in the room of Herod his father, he was 
afraid to go thither, and being warned in 
sleep retired into the quarters of Galilee. 
And coming he dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth"— aS«. Matt ii. 19-23. 

Here we have St. Joseph's sixth sor- 
row and joy. He rejoices at the angelic 
message which permits him to return to 
the land of hi^ fathers. He weeps at 
the cruelty of men and the injuries and 
persecutions to which the Divine Child 
is exposed also I How can he choose 
but weep when he beholds the God of 
heaven and earth driven hither and 
thither to escape the vengeance of 
tyrants ? How he admires the patience 
and the submission of that God who 
could in one moment destroy those 
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impioufl wretoheSy and yet sufren all in 
silence that they inflict. 

A few years peace and rest are now 
granted to the saint He lives at Naza- 
reth, and gives allmen an example how 
they may sanctify their daily labour. 
With tendeip and reverent fear he 
watches the growth of the holy Child. 
In the words of Holy Scripture, " the 
Child grew, and waxed strong, fall of 
wisdom, and the grace of God was with 
Him" — St Luh€y ii. 40. Here is the 
model for all Christian families. The 
grace of God will be with us also if we 
strive to imitate it. 

And now we come to St. Joseph's 
last dolour and his last earthly joy. 
Again wo find the details in the Scripture 
narrative : "And His parents went every 
year to Jerusalem at the solemn day of 
the pasch. And when He was twelve 
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years old, they going up into Jerusalemi 
according to the custom of the fea3t, and 
having fulfilled the days, when they re* 
turned, the Child Jesus remained in 
Jerusalem, and His parents knew it not. 
And thinking that He was in the com? 
pany, they came a day's journey, and 
sought Him among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintances. And not finding Him^ 
they returned into Jerusalem seeking 
Bim"— St. Luke, ii. 41-45. 

Let us observe once more St. Joseph's 
faithful fulfilment of his religious duties, 
and let it be specially remembered that 
all that is related about him in holy 
Scripture refers to this one subject. We 
see thereby that it is the one thing of 
most importance in our lives. 

Jesus was now twelve years of age, 
and this denoted a much greater ma- 
turity than could be attained at a similar 

6 
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age in this countv,y. It was the first 
time that Joseph was absent from his 
Son, and we may rather imagine than 
describe the tears and grief of the holy 
patriarch. But consolation was again 
at hand. Those who seek Jesus truly 
will surely find Him, and their joy will 
be proportioned to the weariness and 
sorrow they have endured in seeking 
for Him. Jesus is found after three 
days in the Temple, and Joseph and 
Mary were consoled for all their anxie- 
ties. Still He intimates to them that 
there was some change at hand. He 
speaks of another Father to whose toil 
He must now devote Himself. He goes 
down to Nazareth, He is subject to 
Mary and to Joseph; but the work 
and mission of the earthly father is 
almost accomplished. We read no more 
of St. Joseph in holy Scripture. His 
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work is done ; his reward is ready ; his 
home is prepared, and in a few short 
years he receives his eternal crown. 

The happy death of St. Joseph has 
ong been a subject of consolation and 
joy to every Catholic heart. His death 
should be, and if we will, it may be, the 
model of ours. Let us consider why St. 
Joseph's death was so holy and so full 
of peace. First, because he had Jesus 
and Mary near him. We also may have 
Jesus and Mary to assist us in our last 
hour, but if we desire their blessed pre- 
sence at the moment of our death, we 
must have invited them to come to us 
tit that awful moment by our prayers 
and our conduct towards them during 
our lives. St. Joseph devoted his life 
to Jesus and Mary, and they repaid him 
richly in his last moments. You may 
think, perhaps, that you cannot imitate 
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St. Joseph in this, but a moment*s con- 
sideration will show you that you are mis- 
taken. St. Joseph might have devoted 
his life to Jesus and Mary, even had he 
not lived in their holy company. We 
may be devoted to the service of a person 
whom we have never seen, and many a 
brave soldier lays down his life on the 
field of battle, and spends weary years 
in the service of generals, to whom he 
may be enthusiastically attached, and to 
whom he may never even have spoken. 
You, then,] as a true soldier of the 
cross, as a true follower of Jesus, may 
devote your life to Him, and your hap- 
piness here and hereafter will be in pro- 
portion to your devotion. You also, if 
you are devoted to Jesus and Mary 
during your life, will find them assisting 
you at your death. Jesus will come to 
you in (he Most Holy SsAcamcnt, to 
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console and strengthen you in your 
dying hour, even as He consoled and 
strengthened St. Joseph, and Mary will 
wait for your soul and claim it as her 
own property and possession, if only 
you have been faithful to her during 
life. But you must remember that this 
fidelity to Jesus and Mary will involve 
saerijicey and you, like St. Joseph, must 
be willing to obey the commands of 
Jesus during life, if you wish for the 
company of Jesus at your death. 

Another consolation which St. Joseph 
had, and which helped to make his end 
80 peaceful, was the absence of all 
worldly cares. He had not lived for 
this world, he did not desire to have his 
portion in it, and so he did not grieve to 
leave it. We may be assured he was 
not without holy care for Jesus and 
Mary, he was not without tender 
anxiety for even the ?utate XfcXK^^^SS. 



86 9T. JOSEPH. 

happiness of his blessed spouse ; but he 
confided all these anxieties to Jesus, and 
hence he died in peace. 

O dear and blessed St. Joseph ! help 
us to die a death Uke thine. Help us to 
live for Jesus and Mary, so that we 
may be worthy to die with Jesus and 
Mary. Help us to be ''just" as thou 
wert, fulfilling in all things God's holy 
laws, and then we shall not fear God's 
terrible judgments. Help us to live for 
eternity, and then we shall not regret 
our passage from time. 

You will find a short prayer at the 
end of this little work which may be 
said daily to St. Joseph, or as a novena 
before his feast. Every one should say 
some prayer to St. Joseph every day 
for the grace of a happy death ; those 
who cannot remember a long prayer 
could at least say three Hail Marys for 
this intention. But it is of very great 
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importance that we should make short 
novenas before the feast of our patron 
saints, whoever they may be, and also 
before the feast of St. Joseph, and be- 
fore any one of the feasts of our Blessed 
Lady which we may prefer. It is an 
act of homage and respect, and it 
helps us also to have good and holy 
thoughts, and recalls us from the world 
and worldly things which are too apt to 
take up all our attention, unless we 
have some special time fixed for think* 
ing of other things. I hope every one 
who reads this Life of St. Joseph will 
resolve to make a short novena every 
year before his feast, and also to make a 
novena before the feast of his patron 
saint. For this purpose a short prayer 
will be added at the end of each volume 
of this series of Lives of Saints. 

It has been supposed that St. Joseph 
was amongst the numbei ot XJwosfc V<^ 
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souls who were raised from the derfd at 
the time of our divine Lord's resur- 
rection. We can scarcely doubt that it 
could be otherwise* His feast is cele* 
brated by the Church on the 19th of 
March, and on the 20th July there is 
a commemoration in some places of his 
happy death. 

I shall now conclude this little Life of 
St. Joseph with an account of a re- 
markable cure which occurred on the 
feast of St. Joseph, March 19th, 1868, 
and I give the account in the simple 
words of the child to whom St. Joseph 
granted this great favour: 

" When I was a very little child, 
about six years of age, I was at school 
in — — — and one day in August, 1859, 
I put a halfpenny in my mouth, and 
swallowed it. I felt myself choking for 
two dajra, till my uncle turned it in my 
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neck. It remained so for eight years, 
and sometimes pained me very much, 
so that I could scarcely swallow, and 
I neyer could eat any meat. I went to 
the doctor several times, but he could 
not do anything for me ; he told mamma 
I would grow worse as I grew older, 
and he said he would not be surprised 
if I were got dead in the bed some day. 
Two years ago I came to St. Brigid's 
Convent, Goresbridge. The boarding 
school is under the patronage of St. 
Joseph, and we are St. Joseph's children. 
On the 10th of March, the children 
commenced a novena to St. Joseph, and 
I thought of saying a novena myself, 
that the halfpenny might come up. I 
used to say this novena every morning 
after Mass, telling no person about it. 
I thought of the same request when 
going to holy Communion on the feast 
of St. Joseph. The day \Si^ tvoh^jl^ ^^% 
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finished, and after holy Communioni I 
felt something loosening in my neck; 
at eleven o'clock I was after eating my 
luncheon, when I felt something on my 
tongue. I thought first it was something 
I had swallowed at luncheon, till I looked 
at it, and saw that it was the halfpenny. 
I was delighted whe^ I saw what it 
was, and I knew St. Joseph cured xnei 
I eat meat that day at dinner, the first 
time for years. The next day, mamma 
brought me to the doctor. He was 
amazed at it, but said the halfpenny 
must have been somewhere in my 
stomach. All the time since then, I 
have felt my throat very well, and I am 
able to eat everything. 

ii M K ". 

There is a new and beautiful devotion 
to St. Joseph, about which I wish now 
to te\\ you. It is called the Archcon- 
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fraternity of St. Joseph, and it has been 
established canonically in the chapel 
of the Novitiate of the Marist Fathers, 
Dnndalk, by rescript of the Sovereign 
Pontiff, dated February 1, 1866, with 
right to receive associates and to affili- 
ate like confraternities in all Ireland and 
Great Britain. It has for its end:— 

1. To promote devotion to the glorious 
Spouse of the Immaculate Motherof God, 

2. To call down his powerful protec- 
tion upon the august person of the Sove- 
reign Pontiff, upon Ireland and Catholic 
countries, upon religious congregations 
and Christian families. 

3. To implore the conversion of the 
enemies of the Church, and of countries 
severed from her imity, more especially 
of England. 

4. To obtain for each of her associates, 
and for the members of their respective 
families, a blessing on tVvevc ^^vrvX^Oisi^'KCiSsk 
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temporal interests, together with the 
grace of a happy death. 

Conditions.— In order to be admitted 
into the Association, it is enough to be 
inscribed either on the principal register 
of the Archconfraternity, or on the re- 
gister of one of the aggregated confra- 
ternities, and to recite daily an Ave 
Maria, or Hail Mary, with three times 
the invocation, " Sancte Joseph, inter- 
cede pro nobis", or ** St. Joseph, inter- 
cede for us". 

N.B. — One may inscribe his departed 
relations, and persons whose conversion 
is desired, by reciting the prayers of the 
Archconfraternity for their intention. 

There are many indulgences and many 
spiritual advantages attached to this de- 
votion, and Mass is said for the various 
intentions of the work on the first Wed- 
nesday in each month. Those who wish 
to have their names enrolledi should 
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write to the Rev. Directori Marist 
CHurch, Dundalk, and send at the same 
time a few stamps as an offering to the. 
work. The Cobd of St. Jossph may 
also be obtained from the Marist Fathers 
at the above address. Special privileges 
are granted to the associates of the Holy 
Cord. We earnestly recommend all who 
may read this little book, to avail them* 
selves of those great advantages, and to 
place themselves mider the special pro* 
tection of this great saint. 

The devotion to the Cord of St, 
Joseph took its rise in the town of An- 
vers, Belgium, in the year 1657, in con- 
sequence of a miraculous cure effected 
by the wearing of this precious girdle. 
At the above epoch there lived at An- 
vers an Augustiniannun, remarkable for 
her piety, called Sister Elizabeth, who 
during three years suffered excruciating 



94 ST. JOSEPH. 

pains, occasioned by a most cruel dis- 
temper. She had then reached such a 
stage that the physicians, seeing no re- 
source possible, declared her death to be 
inevitable and fast approaching. Losing 
all hope in human aid, the Sister ad- 
dressed herself to heaven, and, haviiig 
always had a particular devotion to St. 
Joseph, she prayed him to intercede 
with our Lord for her recovery. At the 
same time she had a cord blessed in the 
saint's honour, girded herself with it, 
and a few days after, as she was praying 
before his image, she found herself all 
of a sudden freed from pain. Those who 
knew the disease and its nature in her 
instance, declared her recovery miracu- 
lous. An authentic act was drawn up 
in presence of a public notary, and a 
Protestant physician could not help 
proclaiming the truth. 
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'The Cord of St. Joseph was asked, 
not merely as a remedy against bodily 
ailments, but also as a preservative of 
the virtue of purity. Ere long, his 
Lordship the Bishop of Verona, be- 
came aware of the necessity of ad- 
dressing a supplication to the Congrega- 
tion of Rites, which he did by a letter 
bearing date January 14, 1859. After 
a mature examination, the Sacred Con- 
gregation, in accordance with the re- 
quest, approved, by Rescript of Sep- 
tember 19, 1859, the new formula of 
blessing, and permitted its solemn and 
private use. Finally, his Lordship ob- 
tained for the Association of the Cord of 
St. Joseph the privilege of being de- 
clared " primaria", and at the same time 
His Holiness Pope Pius the Ninth en- 
riched it with precious indulgences. 
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A NOTEITA TO ST JOSEPH^ 

Say seven times Gloria Patri, and then 
the following prayer. . 

St. Joseph, Father and Protector 
of Virgins, to whose faithful custody 
Christ Jesus, Innocence itself, and Mary, 
Virgin of Virgins, were committed; I 
pray and beseech thee by these dear 
pledges, Jesus and Mary, that being 
preserved from all uncleanness, I may 
with spotless mind, pure heart, and 
chaste body, ever most chastely serve 
Jesus and Mary all the days of my life. 
Amen. 



J. F. FowLEB, Printer, 8 Crow Street, Dublin. 
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RBCOMMKNDATION OF THE SERIES OF 
LIVES OF SAINTS BY HIS EMINENCE 
CARDINAL CULLEN. 

We earnestly recommend the present com- 
pendium of the Lift of St, Patrick to the faithful 
of this diocese. To that great saint we are in- 
debt^, under God, for the ineffable blessings of 
Divine Faith, and it is only befitting that his 
spiritual children should be acquainted with the 
chief events of the life of their Apostle and Father. 
The Lives of the Saints may be read by every one 
with profit ; they are a sure source of edification 
and religious instruction, and have at all times 
been highly prized by our holy Church. In the 
series, to which the present Life of our Apostle 
belongs, the faithful of every class will find 
models of Christian perfection to imitate, and 
cheering examples to console them in their 
earthly pilgrimage. We trust that the several 
Tolumes of the series will be found in every Ca- 
tholic home in this country, and that spiritual 
fruits, commensurate with the holy desires of 
the writer, will be derived from their perusal. 

1^1 Paul Card. Cullsn. 
Doblio, 4tk Januarj, 1M9. 
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jlE read In the Holy Gospel 
that after our Divine Lord' 
had established the Catholic 
Church on earth as the 



means by which we were to be taught 
the way to heaven, He desired His dis- 
ciples to go forth and teach all nations. 
St. MatL^ xxviii. 19. 

We must consider these words care- 
fully for a few moments, as they 
explain to us the wonderful success 
which St. Patrick experienced in his 
mission to our coimtry* Our Divine 
Lord came to teach us the way to 
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heaven, as well as to save us from 
hell. It would be of little use to 
save a man from falling into a deep 
and dodgerbas pit, if you alio wed. him 
afterwards to walk on a road which 
would lead him back by degrees to the 
very danger from which you had saved 
him. So it would have been but little 
use tp us had our Divine LiQrd saved us 
from the pit, or danger of damnation 
from original sin, if He had not shown 
us also the way to arise, or to save our- 
selves {rom the equally great danger 
of actual sin. This our Blessed Lord 
did for us when He told His apostles to 
teach all nations, and at the same time 
told them what they were to teach. He 
told them, whoever " believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved: but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be condemned** {St. 
J/arkf x\i. 16); and He \«ldlhftm also 
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what they were to believe. There 
could be no mistake, no doubt, no unccr- 
tainty about the Apostles' Creed ; they 
were to teach those whom they bap*- 
tized to observe '* all things that He com- 
manded them*'(/S^. Matt^ xxviii. 20), and 
this even to the very end o£ the world. 
Hence those who were baptized by the 
apostles and their successors were sure 
that they believed what God had re- 
vealed through Jesus Christ, if they be- 
lieved what the apostles taught diem. 
And to this command which Jesus 
gave to His apostles He added a pro- 
mise : " Behold I am with you all days, 
even to the consummation of the world" 
{St. MatLf xxviii. 20). He also gave 
another very remarkable promise to 
those who should go forth to preach 
the Gospel when they had received au- 
thority to do so. He iptoTtassA ^^"^cfi^ 
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should cast out devils, speak with new 
tongues, take up serpents without hurt, 
diink poisons without being injured by 
them, and cure the sick by laying their 
hands upon them (St, Mark^ xvi. 17). 
All fhese promises were fi^lfiUod by the 
Grod who made them, and even, to the 
present day, when Ca^olic missionarie? 
go forth to preach the Gospel in strange 
lands, the same favours are granted to 
.them, and God blesses and prospers 
their labours for the good of souls. 

But it is only to Catholic missionaries 
that these promises are made. When 
Protestants go as missionaries tp the 
heathen, however well intentioned they 
may be in their own way, they always 
fail, and can only find a few doubtful 
converts here and there, while the 
Catholic missionaries who have ,God'^ 
{>romi9e find hundreds and thousands of 
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faithful souls, wHo not only listen to their 
preaching, but even suffer death and 
tortures sooner than deny the faith. I 
need scarcely say that Protestant mis- 
sionaries do not work miracles, for it is 
well known that they do not even be- 
lieve in miracles, and they try to ex- 
plain away the plain words of Scripture 
and deny what our Lord Jesus CShrist 
Himself has said about them. 

At the time when St. Patrick lived, 
the very name of Protestant had not 
even been heard of; but had there been 
such persons then as Protestant mission- 
aries, if any one of that kind had come 
to Ireland, we may be quite sure his at- 
tempts would have failed^ No Protes- 
tant missionaries have authority to 
^' teach and baptize", for our Blessed 
Lord gave this authority only to the 
apostles and their succossors, and with- 
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out the divine authority and blessing all 
attempts to convert heathen nations 
must fell. Neither could a Protes- 
tant missionary have worked miracles 
as St. Patrick did, for the Protestant 
would not have had the power to work 
them, since this power can be given by 
God alone, and God has promised it only 
to those to whom He has given authority. 

The Irish were nearly all heathen 
when St. Patrick came on his blessed 
mission. Several priests had visited 
the country, but they only remained 
a short time in it, and never pene- 
trated beyond the sea coast. The 
great work of converting the Irish 
people, and we may add, of keeping 
them true to the faith, was reserved for 
the great Saint whose life we are now 
about to relate. 

Saint Patrick was born about the 
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year 373 at Nemthur, in France. It is 
probable that this place was near the 
present town of Boulogne. St. Patrick 
has left a work written by himself^ 
which he calls his "Confession", and 
in this he gives us full information as to 
his birth-place and parentage. As, how- 
ever, the names of places change with 
the lapse of time, although we have the 
name which the saint himself gave t6 
this locality, it is by no means so easy 
to identify it; and in a popular life like 
the present, it is imnecessary , and would 
indeed be impossible, to give all the 
arguments of learned men who have 
contended that the honour belonged to 
many different places. St. Patrick says 
that his father had a farm at Bonavem 
Taburniae, and it is generally believed 
now that this was in the north of Gaul, 
as France was then called. 
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The saint received the name of Sue- 
cat in holy baptism. This name sig- 
nifies "brave in battle". The name of 
Patrick, by which he has been known 
and venerated for so many centuries, 
was given to him by Pope Oelestine. 
His father, Calphornius, was a deacon, 
and son of Potitus, a priest; his mo- 
ther was called Conchessa, and she 
was a niece of the famous St. Martin of 
Tours. It must be remembered that 
some priests and deacons of the holy 
Catholic Church were married men at 
that time, for many of them were con- 
verts from heathenism who had taken 
wives before they became Christians. 
Many of their wives became nuns and 
lived separate from their husbands, 
who were then free to consecrate them- 
selves to God in the service of religion. 

St. Patrick lived with hia parents 
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until his sixteenth year. Jn his ^^ Con- 
fession- he accuses himself of hayii^ 
been very heedless about his religious 
duties ; but this statement, no doubt, 19 
caused by his humility, for he himself 
admits after that, when in captivity, h^ 
was wholly devoted to God and tp 
prayer. We must always remember, in 
reading the lives of the saints, that they 
often considered what we would call a 
tpJQing fault as a very grievous sin. In 
his sixteenth year St. Patrick was taken 
captive and sold as a slave in Ireland. 
How wonderful are God*s ways ! Doubt- 
less, even his most, pious friends con- 
sidered this a most terrible misfortune, 
and yet it proved an inestimable bles* 
sing, a blessing for which God will be 
praised to all eternity. 

The Irish pagan kings were a brave 
and adventurous race \ l\i^^ W^ xt^^ 
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more than one snlccessful raid even on 
the continent of Europe, and the name 
of Nial of the Nine Hostages was fa- 
mous by land and sea. 

Our saint was in his sixteenth year 
when he was taken captive. He was 
sold as a slave in that part of Ireland 
now called Antrim, to four men, one of 
whom, Milcho, bought up their right 
from the other three, and employed him 
in feeding sheep or swine. Exposed to 
the severity of the weather day and 
night, a lonely slave in a strange land, 
and probably as ignorant of the lan- 
guage as of the customs of his master, 
his captivity would, indeed, have been 
a bitter one, had he not brought with 
him, from a holy home, the elements of 
most fervent piety. A hundred times 
in the day, and a hundred times in the 
night, he lifted up the voice of prayer 
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and auppUcation to the Lord of the 
bohdm&n and the free, and &Uhfully 
served the harsh, ai^d at tim^s cruel, 
master to whom Providenoe had asr 
signed him. Perhaps he may have 
offered his sufferings for those who were 
serving a master even more harsh and 
cruel. 

After six years he was miraculously 
delivered. A voice, that wad not of 
earth, addressed him in the stillness* of 
the night, and commanded him to has- 
ten to a certain port, where he would 
find a ship ready to take him to his own 
country. ''And I came**, says the saint, 
"in the power of the Lord, who di- 
rected my course towards a good end; 
and I was under no apprehension until 
I arrived where the ship was^ It was 
then clearing out, and I called for a 
passage. But the master of the vessel 
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got angry, and eaid to mCf^'Do not 
attempt to come with us*. On hearing 
this I retired, for the purpose of going 
to the cabin where I had been received 
as a guest. And, on my way thither, 
I began to pray; but before I had 
finished my prayer, I heard one of the 
men crying out with a loud voice afier 
me, ' Come, quickly ; for they are call- 
ing you', and immediately I returned. 
And they said to me, ' Come, we re- 
ceive thee on trust. Be our friend, 
just as it may be agreeable to you*. 
We then set sail, and after three days 
reached land**. They landed in a place 
called Treguir, in Brittany, some dis- 
tance from his native town. 

But the coast was wild and desolate, 

and after they had escaped the perils 

< of the sea, they seemed in no small dan- 

ger ofpemhmg by huxigex oil tJaa diote* 
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Happily for them, they had a saint in 
their company. Our Divine Lord had 
promised that His disciples should do 
even greater things than He did, and 
He who had Himself taken pity on k 
ptarving multitude and satisfied their 
hunger, enabled His servant, St. Pa- 
trick, to perform a somewhat similar 
miracle, and by his prayers he obtained 
a supply of food for the good sailors. 
No doubt they rejoiced now for their 
act of charity to the saint, and the master 
of the ship, who had at first forbidden 
Patrick to come with them, must have 
learned that most blessed lesson, that to 
befriend the good and holy is the best 
policy for ourselves even in this world, 
as it assuredly will promote our highest 
interests in the next. 

St. Patrick's captivity had lasted for 
about sixteen years, so \h«L\)\ya V^^^sssfc 
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to become thoroughly acquainted with 
the language of the Irish , and with their 
religion and customs. All this was over- 
ruled by God to the one great end. The 
Catholic missionaries who had pre- 
viously visited Ireland, must have found 
their ignorance of the Celtic tongue a 
great hindrance to their success, for 
then, as now, that beautiful and ex- 
pressive language was the only one 
to which the Celt could listen with 
pleasure. 

It is said that St. Patrick was taken 
captive a second time, but this captivity 
only lasted sixty days. Some historians 
have supposed that this captivity oo 
curred after his visit to St. Martin of 
Tours. It is at least certain that the 
saint wished now to dedicate his life to 
the God who had miraculously delivered 
him from slavery, by devoting himself 
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to His service and preacliing to poor 
sinners the means of deliverance from a 
far worse bondage than that whjich he 
had so patiently endured. 

As none were allowed to become. 
priests without many years of study and 
careful preparation, it was necessary for 
Patrick, or Succat, as he was then 
called, to spend some time at one or other 
of the great monasteries established on 
the continent of Europe, where the 
monks devoted themselves to the educa- 
tion of youth. This example of the 
saint must surely encourage those whose 
Secular education has been neglected, 
and who desire to advance in knowledge 
to fit themselves for God's holy service. 
Nothing but a most fervent love of God 
and most ardent zeal for souls could 
have carried the saint through such an 

arduous course. For years he had not 

2 
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heard a word spoken except In the 
Celtic tongue, and probably he had 
almost forgotten the language of his own 
people. If he had learned even the 
rudiments of Latin, this was also most 
likely forgotten, and years of toil in 
domestic service were in any case a bad 
preparation for his new life. But Pa- 
trick was indeed ** brave in battle" — in 
battle with himself, and in battle for 
God. 

It is important however to remember 
these circumstances, as they account for 
what he says in his " Confession" of his 
want of human learning. Human learn- 
ing is indeed greatly to be admired and 
prized, and it is an inestimable blessing 
if it is sanctified by Divine wisdom ; but 
learning was not necessary for an apostle, 
and God seems to have often chosen the 
unlearned for the evangelization of 
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heathen nations, to show that the success 
of their work was not to be attributed to 
them. 

The great monastery where St. Pa- 
trick studied was at Marmontier, near 
Tours, imder the direction of his ma- 
ternal uncle, St. Martin. Here he re- 
ceived the tonsure, and was instructed 
by his saintly relative in science and 
religion. Many most interesting iactis 
are recorded of St. Patrick during his 
residence at Marmontier, but these must 
be reserved for a larger work where 
there will be space for fuller details. 
One incident, however, must be men- 
tioned. The monks practised almost 
incredible austerities, and these the 
saint at once determined to imitate. 
He renounced the use of flesh meat 
entirely, and to the end of his life sub- 
sisted on bread, water, and herbs. But 



2U ST. PAT&ICK. 

even the nioiikd, who had long been 
ai'customed to such abstinence, found it 
almost more than they could bear, and 
on one occasion St. Patrick procured 
. some meat to add to his ordinary fare. 
But the saint was called to a high 
degree of sanctity, and those who are 
thus favoured must offer themselves like 
Saint Jdbn the Baptist in the wilder- 
ness, renouncing even what might seem 
the very necessaries of life. As soon 
as he had hidden the meat in a place 
where no one could discover it, a 
man appeared to him in a vision, 
with two faces like some of the 
mysterious symbols mentioned in the 
Old Testament. Gazing at the saint 
in amazement, he said: ** I am a ser- 
vant of God; with one face I con- 
template the ordinary actions of man, 
but with the other 1 ^<^\7 ^m^xik \7ho^ 
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yielding to self-indulgence, conceab 
some meat lest perchance it should be 
discovered". The vision now disap- 
peared, and St. Patrick, overwhelmed 
with grief for what seemed to him a 
most heinous crime, fell prostrate on 
the groimd and implored pardon of 
God with many and bitter tears. He 
had not long to wait for an assurance 
of the Divine forgiveness. The angel 
Victor, who appears to have been ap- 
pointed by Grod as his special guar- 
dian, came id him for his consolation, 
exclaiming, " Arise, and be comfor^ 
ted, for the Lord has cancelled your 
fault". To do penance for a fault is 
always one of the first desires of holy 
souls. Even when pardoned by a reve- 
lation from heaven, St. Patrick did not 
consider himself free from this obliga- 
tion. He confessed what Yi*^ Wft^ ^<:saa 
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ness and a zeal like thine to follow whi* 
thersoever the Divine will calls us to go. 
Help this people for whom thy tender 
heart was so " greatly affected" in that 
wondrous vision of the night, and for- 
get not thine ancient love for the chil- 
dren of thy heart. 

The great St. Martin of Tours died 
about the year 402. He had been fa- 
mous for his miracles, and still more fa- 
mous for his sanctity, and no doubt St. 
Patrick was a witness of many of the 
prodigies which he performed. He died 
on the 11th of November, and every 
particular of his last moments has hap- 
pily been recorded. When in his agony, 
the weeping brethren who stood round 
him wished to place him on a bed of 
straw, but he refused to allow himself 
to be removed from the sackcloth and 
agbes where he lay. TVvetv Ive was 
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asked to pray that his life might be 
prolonged, for his children well knew 
how great a treasure they should lose 
when he was taken to his heavenly 
home. To their entreaties he replied 
in the great and memorable words, 
" Lord, if I am necessary for thy peo- 
ple, I do not refuse to live". But he 
preferred to die, and his memory re- 
mained, perhaps, almost as valuable a 
gift to his disciples as his life had been. 
After the death of St. Martin St. 
Patrick left the monastery of Mar- 
montier, and proceeded to Lerins, which 
was even then called the insula beafa, or 
holy island, from the number of holy 
men who either dwelt there or came 
thither for instruction. St. Honoratus, 
the founder of this famous school and 
monastery, was then living, and at the 
time of St Patrick's \m\, xcv^xq ^"weD^ 
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persons were assembled there. Amongst 
others we find the names of St. Hilary 
of Aries, St. Lupus of Troyes, and the 
famous St. Vincent of Leiins. 

Lerins is a small group of islands in 
the present department of Var. The 
name of the illustrious founder of its 
monasteries is still preserved, and one 
of these islands is known even at the 
present day by the name of St. Ho" 
norat. The saint had sought what he 
believed might be a safe and obscure 
retreat where he could live that solitary 
and austere life so peculiarly attractive 
to the early saints. But the light could 
not remain hidden, and multitudes of 
holy souls sought to kindle their torches 
at the flame or to lieam how to trim 
them yet more brightly ere the Bride- 
groom came. Their time was divided 
between work and prayer, and the once 
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desert shore became a fertilized coun-, 
try, and strangely enough it is recorded 
of St. Honorat also, that he banished 
all noxious animals from the island. 

The island of Lerins was surely an 
abode of blessedness when St. Patrick 
landed on its peaceful shores. It is 
recorded that Honorius had a peculiar 
power of attracting souls to him, the 
power which holy charity always pos- 
sesses in proportion to the depth of its 
likeness to Him who is love. 

One of the inmates of this holy abode, 
as we have already said, was named Vin- 
cent, and was known to his contempo- 
raries as Vincent of Lerins. He was the 
most celebrated controversialist of his 
age, and the famous work he wrote is 
still preserved. Of this work we shall 
make some mention, since it shows in 
language which cannot be mistaken the 
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Opinion of the most learned Cathofios of 
that centuiy, on a most important mat- 
ter. Although there were no Protes- 
tants at that time, or for many, many 
centuries after, there were heretics of 
different kinds, as there were even in the 
time of the apostles. If men were found 
bold and presumptuous enough to con- 
tradict the teaching of the apostles (II. 
Tim.^ iii. 8), we cannot wonder that 
in every age of the world men have 
been found who resist the teaching of 
the Church founded by the apostles, and 
so it was at the time of which we write. 
But then as now, the Pope assembled 
the bishops of the Catholic Church in 
Council, and openly condemned the sin 
of these unhappy men, so that they 
might have no excuse. The heresy 
which had been invented at this time was 
called the Nestorian heresy, from the 
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name of the man who originated it, as 
sects are commonly called in this way. 
The coimcil was assembled at Ephesus. 
Three years after, a. d. 434, Vincent 
wrote his famous work. He was so 
humble that he would not put his name 
to it, but only gave it the title Remarks 
of the Pilgrim. He called it Remarks^ 
because as an individual he could not 
define what was the Faith and what 
was not, and he would have at once re* 
tracted anything he might have said if 
the Church pronounced it to be wrong ; 
and he named himself the Pilgrim^ for 
surely though we are all pilgrims to 
the heavenly country, the saint who has 
given up father and mother, and house 
and lands, may be called especially ms 

PILGRIM. 

In this famous work, though it does not 
contain many pagea^ tlbi^i^S^ ^ ^^\s^ss^ 
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ful depth of thought. Its object is to 
explain the rule of the Catholic Faith, 
and he thus shortly defines what it is : 

THAT WHICH HAS BEEN BELIEVED AL- 
WAYS, BELIEVED EVERYWHERE, AND 

BELIEVED BY ALL. Then he goes on to 
show how in future years the children 
of the holy CathoEc Church may ad- 
vance in inteUigence, in wisdom, «adin 
knowledge, yet the doctrine or faith of 
the Church can never change, and will be 
'* the same in the maturity of ages as in 
the flower of youth". 

This,' then, was the teaching of the 
monastery of Lerins, where St. Patrick 
spent part of the time devoted to prepa- 
ration for his glorious work ; and as it 
was then, so it is now. In the time of 
St. Patrick the Church assembled at 
the Council of Ephesus, to condemn 
heresy. In our own Ime^ ^'^t ^\k^^ 
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of more than a thousand years, the same 
Church is about to assemble in council 
also. Sects and heresies innumerable have 
sprung up and died away in a few years, 
or, at most, in a few centuries ; but the 
Church has remained, and will remain, 
unchangeable to the end of time. 

St. Patrick is supposed to have re- 
mained about nine years at Lerins. It 
was here he received the Staff op 
Jesus, which was wantonly burned at 
the time of the so-called Reformation. 

St. Bernard mentions this Bachall 
hu, in his life of St. Malachy, as one of 
those insignia of the 'see of Armagh 
which were popularly believed to confer 
upon the possessor a title to be regarded 
and obeyed as the successor of St. 
Piatrick. Indeed, the great antiquity 
of this long-treasured relic has bav^^ 
been questioned; hot \a \!i\«t^«K^T^2»a*2j^ 
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to suppose that it was not in some way 
a miraculous gift. 

St. Patrick now returned to his old 
master and spiritual guide, St. Ger- 
manus, of whom we shall here give 
some account. Well might the guardian 
angel of our great saint direct him to 
one so holy and so full of zeal for souls, 
and so fervently devoted to the ad- 
vancement of the holy Catholic Church 
throughout the world. 

St. Fiacc, one of St. Patrick's first 
converts, wrote a life of the great saint 
in verse, and he thus describes his in- 
tercourse with Germanus : 

** The angel Victor sent Patrick over the Alps ; 

Admirable was his journey — 

Until he took his abode with Germanus, 

Far away in the south of Letha. 

In the isles of the Tyrrhene sea he remained: 

In them he meditated ; 

"Be rew\ the canon with Germanus— 
TbiM^ lustoiiea madeknoW*% 
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Another very ancient Life of St. 
Patrick says that he journeyed across 
the Iccian sea till he came to France, 
and thence to the Alps and the south-^ 
em part of Italy, where he found St. 
Germanus, the most noble bishop in 
Europe in that ago, and he read wi& 
him the ecclesiastical canons, even as 
Gamaliel at the feet of the Apostle 
Paul, and he there served God in 
labours, and fastings, and charity, and 
contrition of heart, and in the love of 
God and his neighbour. 

St. Germanus was bishop of Auxerre 
in the fifth century. He was bom in 
the city which he afterwards governed 
episcopally, and his parents were per* 
sons of high rank. He was educated 
for the law, as many noblemen's sons 
then were, and his education was con.* 
ducted with the gieaVi«\» ^wa. "^K^ 
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abilities were &r above the average, and 
bis leal in the attainment of learning 
rewarded the caie and repaid the 
anxiety of hiB instructors. His parents 
were Catholics, and for many years the 
see of Auxerre had been governed by 
men/ who are now amongst the canon- 
issed saints, so that he must have had 
every advantage of religious instruction. 
Rome was then the place where the 
best secular instruction could be im* 
parted. It was famous for its schools, 
as they were then called, or colleges, as 
we should now term them, and thither 
St. Germanus was sent by his parents to 
complete his legal and other studies* 
He thus had an opportunity in early 
life of becomiug intimately acquainted 
with the source of Catholic truth. On 
his return to Auxerre he resumed the 
public duties of his noble p]:ofe88ion, 
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but he 8oon laid ande the toffaf whiok 
was then the lawyer's robe, on assuming 
a higher position in the government of 
his country. His promotion was rapid, 
the reward of his extraordinary talent, 
and his unvaried probity in the exer- 
cise of all his duties. He at last at- 
tained to the. highest dignity of &e 
empire, and was appointed duke and 
governor of the province. 

St. Amator, who is also mentioned .in 
the life of St. Patrick, was then bishop 
of Auxerre. The most important event 
in the life of St. Patrick's great master 
is intimately connected with ike last 
days of this good and holy bishop. 
Auxerre, like other large cities, was 
surrounded by beauti&l country resi- 
dences, where the more wealthy inhar 
bitants could retire for pleasure cht relax- 
ation from business. As Si Gernuuuts 
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then held the highest position in his 
native town, his summer residence was 
one of the most magnificent of these 
princely estates. Hunting was then a 
&yourite sport with the rich, and was 
carried on with gr^t pomp and state. 
The nobles were in the habit of hang- 
ing some portion of the spoils, as tro- 
phies of their valour, on an ancient pear 
tree which stood in the centre of the 
town of Auzerre. It was an old heathen 
custom to which much superstition was 
attached, and Amator seeing that GeN 
manus persevered in the practice, though 
without any other intention than that 
of making a display of his trophies, 
warned him of the bad example he 
was giving. Germanus had no intention 
of complying with heathen forms of 
worship, but he was in fact encouraging 
thorn hy his actions, and there were 
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many heathens then only too ready to 
point to the vices of the noble Christian 
and excuse their own by his. 

Germanus, however, paid no attention 
to the exhortation of his bishop; per- 
haps he may have thought, as too 
many do now, that a bishop should not 
interfere with such matters, forgetting' 
that every action of our lives brings U9 
nearer to heaven or farther from it, anct 
that it is therefore the duty of every 
bishop and of every priest to warn their 
people when they see them in danger of 
doing wrong even in what appears not 
to refer direcdy to religion. As Ger- 
manus still continued obstinate, Amaior, 
during his absence from the city, coni- 
manded the tree to be felled to the 
ground, and the spoils with which it 
was adorned to be flung away. German 
mxB wais indignant. An ecclesiastic had 
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dared to interfexe with the affairs of a 
prince I and to all appearances offered 
Um an insult before all his subjects; 
and Germanus had not yet learned, or 
attained to that sanctity which afterwards 
80 distinguished him in the Church. 
He hastily assembled a large array of 
his followers, proceeded towards Aux- 
•rre, and even threatened to take the 
Kfe of the holy Amator. 

Meanwhile it was revealed to the 
bishop that this very man, now so full 
of fury against him, should be his suc- 
cessor in the episcopal office, and that 
his own departure was at hand. 

It would occupy too much space in 
the pres^it Life of St Patiick to go 
into further details, howev» full of in- 
terest Wq oan only add that St Ger- 
manus wasappmted to the see of Aux- 
6ne ie£»e the deadi ^ &V Amator^ 
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which took place, as it had been revealed 
to him, immediatelj after the appoint* 
ment of his successor. The people were 
almost inconsolable when they found 
their saintly prelate was indeed going to 
his eternal home; but he again and 
again endeayoured to comfort them by 
assuring them that St. Germanus would 
more than supply his place, and he even 
predicted that the saint would help 
them after death as well as during life, 
a prediction which was fully proved by 
the many and wonderful miracles per- 
formed at the tomb of St. G-ermanus : and 
this was the fiaint and the prelate under 
whose guidance St. Patrick remained 
for so many years, and the teacher from 
whom he learned the Cahons, that is, 
the ecclesiastical laws and the doctrine 
and faith of the holy Roman Catholic 
Church. 
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Of one of the most important of these 
canons which St. Patrick learned from 
St. Grermanns, and which our apostle has 
tanght uSy we must say a few words be- 
fore proceeding further. St. Patrick 
x^ompiled certain directions for the gui- 
dance of the Irish Church, which he 
founded, and these are generally known 
«s the Canons of St. Patrick. One of 
the niost important of these canons is 
contained in the Book of Armagh^ and 
it is found in that part of the book 
which is copied from what was written 
by St. Patrick himself. After mention- 
ing some cases which the bishop of Ar- 
magh should always decide, he adds: 

** However, if any case of extreme 
difficulty shall arise, and one which the 
ordinary judges of the Irish nation 
cannot decide, let it be referred to the 
see of the chief bishop of the Irish 
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[Armagh] (that is of Patrick), and sub- 
mitted to his episcopal examination. 

** But if such a case of the aforesaid 
importance cannot easily be decided in 
that see with the assistance of its own 
counsellors, We have decreed that it be 
sent to the Apostolic See, that is to sa j, 
to the chair of the apostle Peter, which 
holds the authority of the city of Kome. 

" These are the persons who decreed 
as above, viz., — ^Auxilius, Patrick, Se- 
cundinus, and Benignus''. 

To understand the full value and 
significance of this Canon, we must 
remember that the Book of Armagh 
now in existence, from which this pas- 
sage is translated, was copied from an 
old manuscript, and this old manuscript 
is believed to have been written, at 
least in part, by St. Patrick himself. 
There is another proof also of the and* 
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quity of this Ca2u>n. The Catholic 
clergy were accustomed, from the time 
of the apostles, to meet together and 
decide all questions which might arise 
about the customs and discipline of their 
respective churches*. Having authority, 
.they can settle any question which may 
arise. In the year 630, a synod of Irish 
dergy assembled at Magh-lene, and this 
decree of St. Patrick was mentioned and 
acted upon not long after his death. 
St. Crummian, who w^ present at this 
synod, says: "In accordance with the 
canonical decree, that if questions of 
grave moment arise, they- shall be re- 
ferred to the heads of cities, we sent such 
as we knew were wise and humble men 
to Rome". Truly they did well to send 
men who were wise and humble — ^men 
who were wise enough to explain all 
that was necessary in order that the 
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difficulties of the Irish Church might be 
fully understood by him who sat in the 
chair of Peter, and therefore had autho- 
rity from Christ Himself to decide them ; 
and men who were humble enough to 
submit to the heaven-sent decision of the 
Pope of Rome. Thank God, that since 
the year of grace 630, now nearly twelve 
hundred years ago, Ireland has had men 
who have been both wise and humble — 
men whom neither place nor powet 
would induce to turn from their alle« 
giance to the See of Peter. 

Such were the lessons which our 
great St. Patrick was taught by the 
holy bishop Germanus. He learned his 
Canons from one who had authority 
to teach. He learned to love the Car 
tholic practices of fasting and self-difir 
cipline ; he learned to obey before he 
was called to govern ; and he saw the 
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wonderful miracles which were wroiight 
by the power of God and by the faith of 
St. Germanus, his master and his guide. 
But the time was at hand*when St. 
Patrick's active work was about to com* 
mence, and a very ancient life of the 
saint informs us that: 

** Obeying the angelical admonition , 
and the divine command, Patrick re- 
solved to visit the see of Peter, which 
is the teacher of our faith and the source 
of every apostolate, that he might 
strengthen and consecrate his journey 
land apostolate by its apostolic authority. 
He manifested this, his design, to his 
master St. Germanus, who both ap- 
proved of it, and gave to him as a com- 
panion and as a witness to his holy life, 
the priest Segetius, his own vicar in 
spiritual matters". 
Another life, vrbicli \a ^\XsfvW\fi;^ t<^ 
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St. Aileran, in the twenty-ninth and 
thirtieth chapters mentions St. Patrick's 
mission: 

** St. Germanns therefore sent, as we 
have said, the blessed Patrick to Rome, 
that by the permission of the Apostolic 
See he might go forth to preach: for 
this was required by the due order of 
things. Therefore St. Patrick sailed 
across the Tyrrhene sea, and received 
the staff of Jesus from a certain youth 
in an island, our Lord Himself welcom- 
ing him. And the Lord spoke to Pat- 
rick from the mountain and commanded 
him to go to Ireland. But when he was 
come to Rome he was honourably re- 
ceived by the holy Pope Gelestine, and 
the relics of the saints being given to 
him, he was sent to Ireland by the same 
Pope Oelestine, 

^^ Having, thereibie^ received the 
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apostolic authorizatioiiy blesaed Patricki 
pursuing a straiglit course through Italy 
and Gaul, arrived at the sea betweien 
GbmI and Britain". 

It might, indeed, have been expected 
that St. €rermanu8 would have sent Pa^ 
trick to Rome had not the saint himself 
first expressed the desire. The master 
who had taught him his CANom, the 
principal one of which was that he 
should refer all cases to the see of Peter, 
would certainly desire that one destined 
to convert a nation should receive the 
special authorization and blessing of 
Peter's successor. 

There is, indeed, a wonderful simi- 
larity of expression and thought in all 
the ancient lives of the saint, most of 
them written more than a thousand years 
ago, and we find the following passage 
mADoiher of thoeaven!«c&.bk documents : 
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"When, therefore, Patrick had entered 
Rome, he found honour and favour with 
Pope Celestine, who was the forty»fifth 
in succession from the blessed Peter the 
apostle. And when St. Patrick was in 
Rome he heard the voice of an angel 
saying : * Go to the island of Ireland, and 
assist those who invoke thj aid'. And 
Patrick said: 'I will not go until I 
salute the Lord'. And the angel con- 
ducted him to Mount Arnon on the 
Italian sea, in the city called Capua: 
and he saluted the Lord as Moyses. 

" Then Pope Celestine had sent 
another preacher, by name Palladius, 
before Patrick to this island ; but its u\!- 
habitants did not receive his doctrine, 
because God did not grant to him that 
island, but reserved it for St. Patrick. 
Palladius, however, returned from the 
island that he might go \x^ "^^tcl^^ \s^ 
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he died in the country of the Bri- 
tons. 

** Then St. Patrick, by command of 
Pope Celestine, returned to this coun- 
try". 

It is probable that St. Patrick was 
ordained priest before his visit to Rome, 
but there is considerable uncertainty as 
to the time and the place at which he" 
received episcopal consecration. One of 
those old lives says: *' When the death 
of Palladius among the Britons was 
heard of — for the disciples of Palladius, 
viz. Augustinus and Benedictus, and 
the rest, on their return, brought the 
n^ews of it to Ebmoria — then Patrick 
and those who were with him turned 
aside firom their journey, to a certain 
famous man and chief bishop, named 
Amathorex, who dwelt in a neighbour- 
ing place, and tlvQi^ St. PvJUack fi>re« 
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seeing future events, received the epis- 
copal degree from the holy Bishop . 
Mathorex: also Auxilius and Isemius 
and others of inferior degree were 
ordained on the same day with St 
Patrick". 

Another Life gives the following ac- 
count, which claims for him the honour 
of having received the holy office of a 
bishop from the Pope himself: 

"Patrick having set out for Rome, 
after visiting the shrines of the apostles 
with devout veneration, found favour 
with Pope Celestine, who was the forty- 
fifth from St Peter. This Pope, as the 
conversion of nations belongs by right 
to the successor of St. Peter, had already 
sent the illustrious Deacon Palladius, 
with the apostolic number of twelve 
companions, to preach and announce the 
Word of God to the Irislx.%««T\i<^ ^^"^wN^ 
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of Palladius being made known, the 
mission pre-ordained by God, and the 
conversion of the nation of the Irish, 
often promised by the angelic oracle, 
were given by the apostolic authority to 
Patiick : so that Pope Celestine, in the 
presence of St. Germanus and Amatorex 
the Roman, ordained him bishop, and 

gave to him the name of Patrick 

At the same time were ordained Auxi- 
lius, Esserinus, and some other com- 
panions of Patrick : and then the three 
harmonious choirs mingled their chants 
and rejoicings: the first, of the heavenly 
spirits: the second, of the Romans: the 
third, of the Irish infants of the region 
Caille Foehladh, who cried out to Pa- 
trick, sapng: 'AH the Irish pray you, O 
holy Patrick, to come and live amongst 
us, and liberate us\ 
''Therefore, St. Patrick having bid 
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farewell to the apostolic bishop, jour- 
neyed on towards Ireland, and came to 
the confines of Britain". 

This, and many other subjects of the 
deepest interest, will be fully discussed 
in the large Life of St. Patrick, which 
we are now preparing for publication ; 
and no pains will be spared to elucidate 
every diflSculty, as far as it may be pos- 
sible to do so. For the present it must 
suflBce to say that the Very Rev. Mon- 
signer Moran, who has devoted himself 
to ancient Irish literature with more 
than ordinary abilities and more than 
ordinary zeal, has almost proved that St. 
Patrick was consecrated at Ivrea, in the 
north of Italy, and that St. Celestine was 
consecrated by the Pope, St. Germanus, 
St. Amator or Amatorex the Roman 
assisting at the ceremony. The latter 
prelate he identifies wi^ ^V^^vkvxscqa^ 
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then Bishop of Turin. Then, in the 
words of the old chronicle, " The vener- 
able priest of the I^ord, Patrick, without 
delay took shipping and came to Britain, 
^d turning away from whatever might 
impede his journey, he with all haste, 
^fter a prosperous journey in the name 
of the Holy Trinity, entered our 
seas''. 

At length our blessed saint reached, 
the western isle, where he had suffered 
so long and so severely ; but he came to 
offer a noble revenge on the people who 
had caused him so many years of misery. 
He came to save them from years, nay 
from an eternity of bondage and chains, 
of darkness whose torments have no 
alleviation and never cease; and his 
angel Victor came with him to help and 
strengthen him for his mighty work, as 
$t. Fiacc writes: 
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'* To Ireland he was brought back ia 
visions by the angels of (rod. 

'^ Often was he in vision solicited to 
return thither again. 

^* Salvation to Ireland was the coming 
of Patrick to Fochlaidh, 

'* Afar was heard the sound of the 
call of the youths of Gaill-Fochladh. 

" They prayed that the saint would 
come — ^that he would return from Letha. 

" To convert the people of Erinn from 
error to life". 

In the year 432 St. Patrick landed in 
Ireland. It was the first year of the 
pontificate of St. Sixtus III., the suc- 
cessor of Celestine; the fourth year of 
the reign of Laeghair^, son of Nial of 
the Nine Hostages, King of Ireland. 
It is generally supposed that the saint 
landed first at a place called Inbher De, 
believed to be the moutVi ^i. \5afc "^>cc^ 
river, in Wicklow. 'HLex^ Vfc ^^ ^"^ 
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puked hf the htKahitinlB — a OTciim* 
•tonce whiek can be eaaly aceountedfisr 
fiom its proziiiiity to the temtoiy oT 
King Dathi, who had so lately dnTea 
away his predeoesBOTy Palladios. 

St. Patrick letnnicd to his ship, and 
sailing towards the north, landed at the 
little island of Holm Patrick, near Sker- 
ries, off the north coast of Dablin. After 
a brief stay he proceeded still farther 
northward, and finally entering Strang- 
ford Lough, landed with his companions 
in the district of Magh-inis, in the present 
barony of Lecale. Having penetrated 
some distance into the interioi, they were 
encountered by Dicho, the lord of the 
soil, who, hearing of their embarkation, 
and supposing them to be pirates, had 
assembled a formidable body of i^tainers 
to expel them firom his shores. But it 
if Midp that the moment he i^eiceived 
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Patrick, his apprehensions vanished. 
After some brief converse, Dicho invited 
the saint and his companions to his house, 
and soon after received himself the grace 
of holy baptism. Dicho was St. Patrick's 
first convert, and the first who erected a 
Christian church under his direction. 
The memory of this event is still pre- 
served in the name Saull,the modem con- 
traction o( Sabhall Padruicj or Patrick's 
Bam. The saint was especially attached 
to the scene of his first missionary success, 
and frequently retired to the monastery 
which was established there later. 

After a brief residence with the new 
converts, Patrick set out for the habita- 
tion of his old master, Milcho, who lived 
near Slieve Mis, in the present county 
of Antrim, then part of the territory 
called Dalriada. It is said that when 
Milcho heard of the ai^Y^o^Ock OlN^n^ 
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former slave he became so indignant, 
that, in a violent fit of passion, he set fire 
to his house, and perished himself in the 
flames. The saint returned to SauU, and 
from thence journeyed by water to Colp. 
Tara was his destination ; but on his way 
thither he stayed a night at the house of 
a man of property named Seschnan. This 
man and his whole family were baptized, 
and one of his sons received the name of 
Benignus from St. Patrick, on account 
of the gentleness of his manner. The 
holy youth attached himself from this 
moment to his master, and was his suc- 
cessor in the primatial see of Armagh. 
St. Patrick arrived at Slane on Holy 
Saturday, where he caused a tent to be 
erected, and lighted the paschal fire at 
nightfall, preparatory to the celebration 
of the Easter festival. The princes and 
chieftalnB of Meathi wete> ^t the same 
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time, assembled at Tara, where King Lae- 
ghaire was holding a great pagan festival. 
The object of this meeting has been dis- 
puted, some authorities saying that it was 
convoked to celebrate the Beltinne, or fire 
of Bal or Baal ; others, that the king was 
commemorating his own birthday. On 
the festival of Beltinne it was forbidden 
to light any fire until a flame was visible 
from the top of Tara Hill. Laeghair^ 
was indignant that this regulation should 
have been infringed ; and probably the 
representation ofhisdruids regarding the 
mission of the great apostle did not tend 
to allay his wrath. Determined to ex- 
amine himself into the intention of these 
bold strangers, he set forth, accompanied 
by his bards and attendants, to the place 
where the sacred fire had been kindled, 
and ordered the apostle to be brought 
before him, strictly coaim<9iiTLdJvTk%^ ^ "vias^ 
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same time, that no respect should be 
shown to him. 

Notwithstanding the king^s command, 
Ere, the son of Dego, rose up to salute 
him, obtained the grace of conversion, 
and was subsequently promoted to the 
episcopate. The result of this interview 
was the appointment of a public discus- 
sion, to take place the next day at Tara, 
between St. Patrick and the pagan bards. 

It was Easter Sunday, — a»day ever 
memorable for thid event in the annals 
of Erinn. Laeghair^ and his court sat in 
state to receive the ambassador of the 
Eternal King. Treacherous preparations 
had been made, and it was anticipated 
that Patrick and his companions would 
scarcely reach Tara alive. The saint 
was aware of the machinations of his 
enemies ; but life was of no value to him 
SAve as a means of ^^ifoimm^ the great 
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work assigned him, and the success of 
that work was in the safe keeping of 
Another. The old writers love to dwell 
on the meek dignity of the apostle during 
this day of trial and triumph. He setforth 
with his companions, from where he had 
encamped, in solemn procession, singing 
a hymn of invocation which he had com- 
posed, in the Irish tongue, for the occa- 
sion, and which is still preserved and 
well authenticated. ^ He was clothed, as 
usual, in Vhite robes; but he wore his 
mitre, and carried in his hand the Staff 
of Jesus. Eight priests attended him, 
robed also in white, and his youthful 
convert Benignus, the son of Sechnan. 

Thus, great in the arms of meekness 
and prayer, did the Christian hosts calmly 
&cethe array of pagan pomp and pride. 
Again the monarch had commanded that 
no honour should be p^<3l \a ^^ ^s^^cXn 
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and again he was disobeyed. His bw, 
chief poet and druid, Dubtach, rose u] 
instantly on the entrance of the strangers 
and saluted the venerable apostle wit! 
affection and respect. The Christiai 
doctrine was then explained by St 
Patrick to his wondering audience, anc 
such impresfflon made, that althougl 
Laeghaire lived and dijed an obstinate 
pagan, he nevertheless permitted th< 
saint to preach where and when he would 
and to receive all who might come t< 
him for instruction or holy baptism. 

On the following day St. Patrick re 
paired to Taillten, where the public game 
were commencing; and there he re 
meined for a week, preaching to an im 
mense concourse of people. Here his lif 
was threatened by Cairbre, a brother o 
King Laeghaire ; but the saint was de 
/ended by another o{t]h!bxo^^\^x.other8 
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named Conall Creevan, who was shortly 
after converted. The church of Donough 
Patrick, in Meath, was founded bj his 
desire. It is said that all the Irish 
churches which begin with the name 
Donough were founded by the saint, the 
foundation being always marked out by 
him on a Sunday, for which Domhnach 
is the Irish word. 

Having preached for some time in the 
western part of the territory of Meath, the 
saint proceeded as £ir as Magh Slecht, 
where the great idol of the nation, Ceann 
[or Crom"! Cruach was solemnly wor- 
shipped. The account of its destruction 
as given in the oldest annals, is sin- 
gularly interesting. We give a brief ex- 
tract from Professor O'Curry's transla- 
tion : ** When Patrick saw the idol from 
the water which is named Guihard [loud 
voice] (i. e*y he elevated his voice) ; and 
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when he approached near the idol, he 
raised his arm to lay the Staff of Jesus on 
him, and it did not reach him ; he bent 
back from the attempt upon his right 
side, for it was to the south his face was ; 
and the mark of the staff lies in his left 
side still, although the staff did not leave 
Patrick's hand ; and the earth swallowed - 
the other twelve idols to their heads; 
and they are in that condition in com- 
memoration of the miracle. And he 
called upon all the people cum rege 
Laeghuire; they it was that adored the 
idol. And all the people saw him (t. «., 
the demon) and they dreaded their dy- 
ing if Patrick had not sent him to heir. 
After this glorious termination of 
Easter week, the saint made two other 
important converts. He set out for 
Connaught ; and when near Rath Cruag- 
ban, met the daught^i^ oC Km^ Laeg- 
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haire, the princesses Ethnea and Fethli- 
mia, who were coming, in patriarchal 
fashion, to bathe in a neighbouring well. 
These ladies were under the tuition of 
certain druids^or magi; but they wil- 
lingly listened to the instruction of the 
saint, and were converted and baptized. 

The interview took place at daybieak. 
The royal sisters heard the distant chant 
of the priests, who were reciting their 
office as they walked along ; and when 
they approached and beheld them in 
their white garments, smging, with books 
in their hands, it was naturally supposed 
that they were not beings of earth. 

*• Who are ye ?" they inquired of the 
saint and his companions. *' Are ye of 
the sea, the heavens, or the earth?" 

Then St. Patrick explained to them 
f uch of the Christian mysteries as were 
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most necessary at the moment, and spoke 
of the one only true God. 

" But where", they asked, " does your 
God dwell? Is it in the sun or on earth, 
in mountains or in valleys, in the sea or 
in rivers r 

Then the apostle told them of his God, 
-^the Eternal, the Invisible, — and how 
He had indeed dwelt on earth as man, 
but only to suffer and die for their salva- 
tion. As the maidens listened to his 
words, their hearts were kindled with 
heavenly love, and they inquired further 
what they could do to show their grati- 
tude to this great King. In that same 
hour they were baptized ; and in a short 
time they consecrated themselves to Him, 
the story of whose surpassing charity 
had so moved their young hearts. 

Their brother also obtained the grace 
0/ con vei'sion 1 and an old Irish custom of 
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killing a sheep on St. Michaels Day, and 
distributing it amongst the poor, is said 
to date from a miracle performed by St. 
Patrick for this royal convert. 

Nor is the story of Aengus, another 
royal convert, less interesting. About 
the year 445, the saint, ader passing 
through Ossory, and converting a great 
number of people, entered the kingdom 
of Munster. His destination was Cashel, 
from whence King Aengus, the son of 
Natfraech, came forth to meet him with 
the utmost reverence. 

This prince had already obtained some 
knowledge of Christianity, and deman- 
ded the grace of holy baptism. 

The saint willingly complied with his 
request. His courtiers assembled with 
royal state to assist at the ceremony. St. 
Patrick carried in his hand, as usual, the 
Bachall Isu ; at the end o^ \!Ck\^ ^xqtlv^^ 
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there was a sharp iron spike, by which 
he could plant it firmly in the ground 
beside him while preaching, or exercis- 
ing his episcopal functions. On this 
occasion, however, he stuck it down into 
the king's foot, and did not perceive his 
mistake until-— 



^' The royal foot transfixed, the gashing blood 
Enrich*d the pavement with a noble flood*** 



The ceremony had concluded, and 
the prince had neither moved nor com- 
plained of the severe suffering he had 
endured. When the saint expressed his 
deep regret for such an occurrence, 
Aengus merely replied that he believed 
it to be a part of the ceremony, and did 
not appear to consider any suffering of 
consequence at such a moment. 

When such was the spirit of the old 
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kings of Erinn who received the faith of 
Christ from Patrick, we can scarcely 
marvel that their descendents have ad- 
hered to it with such unexampled fidelity. 

After the conversion of the princesses 
Ethnea and Fethlimia, the daughters of 
King Laeghair^, St. Patrick traversed 
almost every part of Connaught, and, as 
our divine Lord promised to those whom 
He commissioned to teach all nations, 
proved his mission by the exercise of 
miracalous powers. 

The saint's greatest success was in the 
land of Tirawley, near the town of Foclut, 
from whence he had heard the voice of 
the Irish even in his native land. As 
he approached this district, he learned 
that the seven sons of King Amalgaidh 
were celebrating a great festival. Their 
father had but lately died, and it was aauL 
these youths exceeded «i\ \)ji^\Tv\NR«»^ '^ 
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the land in martial courage and skill in 
combat. St. Patrick advanced in solemn 
procession even into the very midst of 
the assembly, and for his reward obtained 
the conversion of the seven princes and 
twelve thousand of their followers. It 
is said that his life was at this period in 
some danger, but that Endeus, one of 
the converted princes, and his son Conall, 
protected him. A (ler seven years spent 
in Connaught, he passed into Ulster ; 
there many received the grace of holy 
baptism, especially in that district now 
comprised in the county Monaghan. 

It was probably about this time that 
the saint returned to Meath, and ap- 
pointed his nephew, St. Secundinus or 
Sechnal, who was bishop of the place 
already mentioned as Domhnach Sech« 
nail, to preside over the northern 



ST. PATRICK. 69 

ohurches during his own absence in the 
southern port of Ireland. 

The saint then visited those parts of 
Leinster which had been akeady evange* 
lized by Palladius, and laid the founda« 
tion of many now churches. He placed 
one of his companions^ Bishop Auxilius, 
at Killossy, near Naas, and another, Isse* 
rinnus, at KilcuUen, both in the present 
county of Kildare. At Leix, in the 
Queen's County, he obtained a great 
many disciples, and from thence he pro- 
ceeded to visit his friend, the poet Dub- 
tach, who, it will be remembered, paid 
him special honour at Tara, despite the 
royal prohibition to the contrary. Dub- 
tach lived in that part of the country 
called Hy-Kinsallagh, now the county 
Carlow. It was here the poet Fiacc was 
first introduced to the saint, whom he 
afterwards so faithfully toWjcyweft^.. "^SaRS 
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liad been « dncipfe of Dubte^, aad 
bj profemon a bud, mnd a member of 
an iUnstrions honae. It was probably 
at this period that St, Patrick vinted 
Munster, and the touching incident 
already related oocaned at the baptism 
ofAengufl. This prince was singularly 
devoted to religion, as indeed his con- 
duct during the administration of the 
sacrament of regeneration could not fail 
to indicate. 

The saint's mission in Mnnster was 
eminently successful. Lonan, the chief 
of the district of Ormond, entertained 
him with great hospitality, and thousands 
embraced the faith. Many of the inha- 
bitants of Corca Baiscin crossed the 
Shannon in their hide-covered boats 
(curaghs) when the saint was on the 
southern side, in Hy-Figeinte, and were 
baptixed by him in t]bi^ "w^Xfix^ ^(xk^ 
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magnificent river. At their earnest en* 
treaty, St. Patrick ascended a hill which 
commanded a view of the country of the 
Dalcassians, and gave his benediction to 
the whole territory. The hill is called 
Findine in the ancient lives of the saint; 
but this name is now obsolete. Local 
tradition and antiquarian investigation 
make it probable that the favoured spot 
is that now called Cnoc Patrick, near 
Foynes Island. 

The saint's next journey was in tiie 
direction of Kerry, where he prophesied 
that ** St. Brendan, of the race of Hua 
Alta, the great patriarch of monks and 
star of the western world, would be bom, 
and that his birth would take place some 
years after his own death". 

We have now to record the obituary 
of the only Irish martyr who suffered 
for the faith while li^\a;cA ^R^a^sfc\ss% 
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evangelized. While the saint was visit- 
ing Ui-Failghe, a territory now com- 
prised in the King*s County, a pagan 
chieftain^ named Berraidhe, formed a 
plan for murdering the apostle. His 
wicked design came in some way to the 
knowledge of Odran, the saint's cha- 
rioteer, who so arranged matters as to 
take his master's place, and thus received 
the fatal blow intended for- him. 

The see of Armagh was founded about 
the year 455, towards the close of the 
great Apostle's life. The royal palac-e 
of Emania, in the immediate neighbour- 
hood, was then the residence of the 
kings of Ulster. A wealthy chief, by 
name Daire, gave the saint a portion of 
land for the erection of his cathedral on 
an eminence called Druim-Sailechf the 
Hill of Sallows. This high groimd is 
now occupied by the city oC ^.xma^K 
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^Ard Macha). Religious houses for both 
sexes were established near the church | 
and soon were filled with ardent and de- 
voted subjects. 

The saint's labours were now draw- 
ing to a close, and the time of eternal 
rest was at hand He retired to his 
favourite retreat at Saull, and there pro- 
bably wrote his Cjnfessioiis. It is said 
that he wished to die in the the eccle- 
siastical metropolis of Ireland, and for 
this purpose, when he felt his end ap- 
proaching, desired to be conveyed thi- 
ther; but even as he was on his journey 
an angel appeared to him, and desired 
him to return to SauU. Here he breathed 
his last, on Wednesday, the 17th of 
March, in the year of our Lord 493. 
The holy viaticum and last anointing 
were administered to him by St. Tas» 
sach. 
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The intelligence of the death of St 
Patrick spread rapidl j through the coun- 
try; prelates and priests flocked from 
all parts to hononr the mortal remains 
of their glorious father. As each arrived 
at SauU, he proceeded to offer the ado- 
rable sacrifice according to his rank. At 
night the plain resounded with the 
chanting of psalms; and the darkness 
was banished by the light of such innume- 
rable torches, that it seemed as if day had 
hastened to dawn brightly on the be- 
loved remains. St. Fiacc, in his often- 
quoted Hymn, compares it to the long 
day caused by the standing of the sun at 
the command of Joshua, when he fought 
against the Gabaonites 

The hymn which St. Patrick com- 
posed when on his journey to Tara 
has also been preperved, but it is also 
ioo long for insertion Yiexe. "^ ^ ^^\L, 
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however, give one brief extract from it. 

** I bind to myself to-day. 

. The power of God to guide me ; 

The might of Grod to uphold me; 

The wisdom of God to teach me; 

The eye of God to watch over me ; 

The ear of God to hear me ; 

The word of God to give me speech. 

The hand of God to protect me; 

The way of God to prevent me ; 

The shield of God to shelter me ; 

The host of God to defend me — 
Against the snares of demons ; 
Against the temptations of vices". 

There were four great honours paid to 
St. Patrick in all the monasteries and 
churches in Ireland from the time of his 
death. The first of them was, that the 
Festival of St. Patrick in spring was 
honoured for three days with special 
fea«tin^ and rejoioing) ^^o^'^Xk ^5ck3^%iS5^ 
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meat was not allowed to be Used, as th^ 
17th of March always fell in Lent; 
There were also other days kept in his 
honour ; but then, as now, this was his 
Feast^Day — the day on which he fell 
asleep in Christ, to use the beautiful 
language of those ancient times* 

The second honour was, that there 
was a proper preface said at his mass. 

The third and fourth honours were, 
that his hymn should be sung for the 
whole time, and his Scotic Hymn al- 
ways. Thus from the very death of 
Patrick he was honoured in the land of 
Erinn, still faithful to his memory. 

One of the lessons which he specially 
inculcated was, obedience to the See of 
Rome. All history informs us how nobly 
and at what sacrifice this obedience has 
been adhered to in Ireland. Shall we 
thezif who ha\e been bo 5»i\!cyfc3i\\i ^eat 
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matters, refuse to be faithful also in les- 
ser ? Alas ! were St. Patrick living 
now, might he not find some cause to 
complain of us? Anciently his memory 
was honoured on his feast by holy re- 
joicings, by Divine offices, by strict 
observance of the Lenten rules of the 
Holy Church. Now, must we not say 
with shame, that there are too many 
children of Patrick who disgrace his 
memory instead of honouring it — who 
spend his feast-day not in holy joy but 
in profane rioting. When the great 
judgment day comes, what will Patrick 
say to such unfaithful children? What 
will he say to those also who for any 
temporal gain or emolument dare to 
deny or conceal the faith which he 
taught with so much labour, with so 
much suffering? 
^ Let us pray that we maj \>^o.Q\ft&Ssix^- 
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ful children of our great saint Lot us 
learn to avoid even the least conceal^ 
ment of our holy religion, lest little by 
little we should be led on to commit a 
greater crime. Let us assist each other 
by our example and our prayers, and 
seek more and more to honour by our 
lives the saint whom we praise with our 
lips. 

The great, the besetting sin of Irish* 
men is too well known almost to render 
it necessary that it should be named. 
The Irish priest, following in the steps 
of the Irish apostle St. Patrick, strives, 
and, thank God, not in vain, to preserve 
his people from this fearful vice. For 
this purpose a crusade against the mon- 
ster evil, drunkenness, has been estab- 
lished. How necessary this is, all who 
have any intimate acquaintance with the 
poorer class of Irish know > iUa> too well ;' 
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but do those who are in a higher station, 
and comparatively exempt from such 
temptations, exert themselves as they 
should in the great work which needs 
the help of all? 

The Truce of God, in honour of St. 
Patrick, consists of a small sprig of 
shamrock, round the stem of which is 
twisted the following words : — 

** I promise, in honour of St Patrick, 
to abstain from intoxicating liquors 
(except one ordinary glass at meal times) 
from twelve o'clock at noon, the 16th 
of March, till twelve o'clock at noon, 
the 18th of March, and I offer this act 
of mortification for the good of my soul 
and to avert the anger of God, so justly 
deserved on account of the prevalence 
of the sin of drunkenness". 
. **0 Mary, conceived without sin, 
pray for us who have recowi^^ Na ^ic«Rj^ 
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The Sunday previous to tlie 17th of 
March a sermon is given on true devo- 
tion to St. Patrick, after which the 
shamrocks are blessed and distributed 
from the altar, and to all those who join 
in this pious work by accepting the 
Truce and complying with its require- 
ments, our Holy Father the Pope grants 
an indulgence of 300 days. 

It will be remembered how tlie 
Church in the middle ages adopted the 
Truce of God to stay bloodshed, insist- 
ing on a cessation of the use of arms on 
certain days. Now it is not bloodshed, 
but drunkenness, that is multiplying 
scandals, and a three days* Truce about 
the Feast of St. Patrick has been found 
most wonderful in its effects. 

For years it has been the common 
practice to wet or " drown the sham- 
rock " on St. Patiick's Day in a mad ca-. 
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rousal ; but now the trefoil leaf, blessed 
by the Church, becomes the symbol of 
sobriety. 

The Shamrock, with Truce, may be 
had only from R. Washboume, 13 Pa- 
ternoster Row, London, at 4s. per gross 
(144); and to prevent disappointment 
it is desirable that orders should be sent 
at latest by the first week in March. 

As the cost is little more than a far- 
thing each, a very small offertory will 
easily cover the expense, and to be ef- 
fective they should be distributed in 
tliousands. ^_^^^_ 

HYMN TO ST. PATRICK. 

By the Author of 
" TU Illugtrated History of Ireland"*, 

St. Patrick, for our country pray, 

Our ever faithful land, 
Whose mart3nred hosts so gloriously 

Before God's great \)[vxoxv^ ^\axA\ 
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Look down upon thy children here, 

Look down upon our race. 
And bless, dear Saint, this little isle 
And each one's native place. 

Chorus. 
From foes without, from fears with- 
in. 
From every evil, every sin, 
St. Patrick, set us free. 

Oh, hear us, Patrick, while we pray : 

Thou art our own dear Saint: 
Uphold the weak, protect the young, 

Strengthen the souls that faint ; 
Thou know'st how we are tempted 
still— 
Thou know'st how we are tried — 
Thou know'st that we are faithful too, 
Whatever ills betide. 

Chorus. — From foes without, etc., 
etc. 
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Oh, help our poor in patient love 

To bear their suffering life, 
To think of that great victory 

Which Cometh after strife ; 
Keep from them all revengeful thoughts 

Whene'er they suffer wrong— 
The meek alone are crowned in heaven, 

And heaven will come ere long. 
CAorwa.— From foes without, etc., 
etc. 
We are thy children, blessed Saint, 

The children of thy love, 
We know how mighty is thy prayer. 

How it was heard above ; 
Pray for us now, for priest and nun, 

For rich men and for poor. 
That to the end, however tried. 

Our faith may still endure. 

Chorus. — From foes without, etc., etc 
Sail Mary. 
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'* We hereby grant an Indulgence of 
One Hundred Days to all the Faithful 
under o^r jurisdiction, who shall de- 
voutly recite the above ' Hjonn of St. 
P&trick*, with one ' Hail Mary\ for the 
promotion of temperance on the Feast 
of our Apostle. 

'* ill Paul Card. Cullbk, 
^^Arelibishop of Dublin^ etc, 

*< December 2 let, 1868**. 

" We hereby grant an Indulgence of 
Forty Days to all who shall devoutly 
recite the Hymn of St. Patrick with one 
Hail Mary. 

^' l{l HSNBT EnWABDt 

^^ Archbishop of Westminster. 

" Feb. 20th, 1868**. 
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A NOVENA TO ST. PATRICK. 

This Novena should commence on 
he 8th of March. 

, THS FIRST DAT. 

Prayer. — O Almighty God, we 
humbly offer these devotions in honour 
of thy servant Patrick, our apostle and 
patron ; and we humbly beseech Thee, 
through his merits and intercession, to 
grant us the favour we ask. [Here 
name the grace you wish to obtain, or 
the intention for which you make the 
Novena.] 

(7annc2«ra^tan.— ^Meditate for a few 
moments on the charity of St Patrick 
in coming to preach the gospel to those 
who had treated him so cruelly, and 
then say the following prayer: 

O glorious St Patrick^ xxu:^^^^ ^ 



86 ST. PATRICK*. 

• 

oliarity, obtain for me, by ihj merits 
aivd intercession, the grace of perfect 
charity, that I may love God above all 
things, and my neighbour as myself. 

LITANT OF ST. PATRICK, 

The Apo8th and Patron of IrekauL 

Lord, have mercy on ns. 

Lard^ have mercy on us, 

Christ, have mercy on us. 

Christ have mercy on ue. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Lordf have mercy on ue. 

Christ, hear us. 

Christy graciously hear us. 

God, the Father, Creator of heaven and 

earth. 
Save mercy on us, 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
Save mercy on us. 
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God the Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of man- 

kindy 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, Three Persons in one 

God, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy Mary, 
Holy Mother of God, 
All ye holy Angels, 
All ye Apostles and Evangelists, 
All ye holy Saints and Doctors, 
All ye Bishops and Confessors, ^^ 

St. Patrick, our Apostle and Patron, ^ 
St, Patrick, vessel of election, ^ 

St. Patrick, model of Penitents, ^ 

St. Patrick, example of mortification, • 
St Patrick, profoundly humble, 
St. Patrick, meek and patient, 
St. Patrick, pure and chaste, 
St. Patrick, temperate and abstemi- 
ous. 
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St. Patrick, zealous pastor of souls, 
St. Patrick, ardent lover of Jesas 

and Mary, 
St. Patrick, true lover of thy neigh- 
bour, 
St. Patrick, example of perfect <? 
charity, J< 

St. Patrick, glory of Ireland, ^ 

St. Patrick, our powerful protector, S 
St. Patrick, pillar of Catholicity, 
St Patrick, confessor of the faith, 
St. Patrick, enemy of Satan, 
St. Patrick, herald of salvation, 
St Patrick, our Father in Christ, 
Lord Jesus, we beseech ihee^ hear na. 
That it would please thee, through 
the intercession of thy ser- 
vant Patrick, to make thy name 
glorious to those who know it not, ^ 
That thou wilt protect our Bishops 
and Clergy, and«A\v^\iolaJaourin 
thy holy 01iuxc\i> \ 
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That thou wilt' preserve and in- 
crease the Faith in Ireland, and 

reestablish it in the sister country, ^ 

That thou vouchsafe to preserve the S* 

Pope, and all Ecclesiastical Or- § 

ders in Religion, ^ 

That thou wilt enlighten all those §* 
who are in error, and bring 
them to the knowledge of thy 

truth, g 

That thou wilt deliver us from all 
sin. 

From all drunkenness and intern- b 

perance, §^ 

From all impurity, ^ 

From all hatred and ill-will, 5 

From a sudden and unprovided Q 

death, b^ 

In the day of judgment, S^ 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins 
of the worldi Spare u«^ Lorrdi^ 
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Lamb of God, who takcst away the sins 

of the world, Graciously hear tu^ O 
' Lord. 
Lamb of God, who takest away the sms 

of the world, Have mercy on tu^ O 

Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christy have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Prayer. — O God, who didst send 
amongst us Thy blessed servant, St. 
Patrick, and infused into his heart so 
great a zeal and tenderness for us, grant 
us by his intercession to correspond with 
his cares, by living according to the 
rules of that holy faith which he fiist 
planted in our country : through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

SECOND DAY. 

[Prayer as on first clay> page 85.] 
Consideration. — CoiWvOlc^v \Nxa gT<iai 
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faith of St, Patrick^ and his deference to 
all ecclesiastical authoritj* taking a 
long and painful journey to Rome, that 
he might obtain the sanction and the 
bjesaing of^ the. Pope himself for his 
great work. 

Prayer O great St. Patrick, great 

example of lively faith and obedience 
to the least commands of superiors, and 
to all the ordinances of our holy Church, 
obtain for me the grace ever to submit 
implicitly to my spiritual guides, and 
ever to keep inviolably the precepts of 
the Church. . lAtantfy etc.^ as before. 

THIRD DAT. 

Consideration — Consider the pro^ 
found humility of St. Patrick in re- 
maining so many years a learner before 
he attempted to teach others. 

Prayer^— fO great Su ^^\ivi2»L^ ^^J^st 
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most humble in thy life ^nd conyersa- 
tion, obtain for me the grace of a true 
and profound humility^ and the grace to 
abhor all pride, and to resist every 
temptation to vain glory. Litany^ ete.^ 
as before, 

FOURTH DAY. 

Consideration. — Consider the great 
love which St. Patrick had for little 
children^ and how greatly he was moved 
by the entreaties which he heard the 
Irish children utter when they called 
him to come and help them. 

Prayer, — O great St. Patrick, true 
lover of little children, obtain for us a 
share in the tenderness and true charity 
with which you were animated. We 
confide to your especial care all the chil- 
dren for whom we are bound to pray, 
and beseech you to \a3sL& th^^im under 
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your especial protection. Litany^ etCf 
as before. 

FIFTH DAT. 

Consideration,— Considei the great 
zeal which St. Patrick had for the salva* 
tion of souls. He knew, as only saints 
can know, the true value of an immortal 
soul: he laboured, as only saints have 
laboured, for their eternal welfare. 

Prayer. — O great St. Patrick, obtain 
for us some share in your wonderful 
spirit of zeal for souls ; and pray for us 
that we may never, either by word or 
act, endanger our own eternal salvation 
or the salvation of others. Litany j etc., 
as before. 

SIXTH DAY. 

Consideration. — Consider St. Pa- 
trick's sjHrit of mortification. During 
the greater part o£ \na \\^^ V^ \i;h<^ ^-^ 
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bread and water. He was clothed in the 
coarsest garments, and he spent the 
night in prayer, exposed to the colds and 
storms of winter and the heavy dews of 
summer, his only restp being on the bare 
ground. Do we ever attempt to imi- 
tate him in this? It is not necessary 
for us to do so, but it is absolutely 
necessary that we should mortify our 
appetites in some manner. 

Prayer. — O great St. Patrick, model 
of mortification, obtain for us the true 
spirit of penance, and especially the 
grace to resist generously whatever sen- 
sual inclination we are most tempted to 
indulge. Intercede also, we beseech 
thee, for those unhappy persons addicted 
to the painful and degrading vice of in* 
temperance, and obtain for them grace 
to conquer their sinful propensities. 
Litany^ etc,^ as before* 
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SEVENTH DAT. 

Consideration. — Consider the zeal 
with which St. Patrick devoted himself 
to erect churches- and religious houses 
throughout Ireland ; and let his example 
animate you to give every assistance in 
your power for such purposes. 

Prayer, — Obtain for me, I beseech of 
you, O great St. Patrick, an ardent zeal 
for God's glory and the advancement of 
religion, that following your example I 
may join in every good work to the 
utmost extent possible. Litany j ete^ as 
before. 

EIGHTH DAY. 

Consideration. — Consider St. Pa- 
trick's faithfulness in the discharge of 
every duty of life: how he served a 
harsh and cruel master with the utmost 
fidelity and with as much zeal as if he 
had received every kindness from him. 

Prayer, — great St, Patrick^ xasA^ 
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of faithfulness in duty, obtain for me the 
grace to fulfil all my duties faithfully, 
and to do all from a pure intention of 
pleasing God, and with a cheerful spirit. 
Litany^ etc,, as before, 

KINTH DAT. 

Consideration. — Consider the great 
reward St. Patrick has obtained for all 
his sufferings, for all his labours, and for 
his ardent devotion to God's holy ser- 
vice. 

Prayer. — O great St. Patrick, pray 
for us, that we also may one day obtain 
the crown of perseverance and a bright 
and glorious reward for all our sufferings. 
Take us, thy children, into thy special 
pare and keeping, and do not suffer any 
of those for whom thou didst pray so 
fervently and labour so zealously, to be 
ensnared by heresy or tempted to deadly 
sin. Zttany, etc,^ as before. 
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